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MS 0805 
Elias, Joaquin V. 

Land grant award, April, 14, 1852 
 
 
 

DESCRIPTION 
 
Four-page document, in Spanish, consisting of an award of land grants, by the Supreme 
Government of the State of Sonora, to 84 French citizens residing in the capitol “in order to 
repopulate with nationals or foreigners of friendly nations who profess our same religious 
beliefs, the towns and lands abandoned due to incursions by barbarians..”[translation].  The 
French are to be provided land in the town of Cocospera as well as free horses, cows, sheep, 
farm tools, and more.  The leader of the French colony was Don Carlos de Pindray.  The 
document is signed by Joaquin V. Elias on April 14, 1852 at Ures, Mexico. 
 
1 box, .1 linear ft. 
Rare: 1 box, .1 linear ft. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
Joaquin V. Elias, in 1857, purchased the San Jose del Sonoita Land Grant from the heirs of 
Leon Herreras; the center of the grant was the ruin of old Mission San Ignacio de Sonoitac.  
Elias subsequently sold it to Jose Antonio Crespo. 
 
ACQUISITION 
 
Donated by William J. Holliday. 
 
ACCESS 
 
Original restricted; photocopy and translation available for patron use.  
 
COPYRIGHT 
 
Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be addressed to the 
Arizona Historical Society - Tucson, Archives Department. 
 
PROCESSING 
 
The collection was processed by Kim Frontz, May 1998. 
 
 


