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CREDIT LINE: Drake, Charles R. Manuscript collection, MS #228, Arizona Historical 

Society-Tucson 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE:  Charles Drake was a Tucson businessman, who served as 

president of the fifteenth Arizona Territorial Legislative assembly, was a member of the 

University of Arizona Board of Regents, served as hospital steward at Fort Lowell in 

1871 , was Asst. Postmaster from 1876 to 1881, was elected Pima County Recorder in 

1881 and served until January 1885, at which time he operated a general brokerage and 

commission business.  In 1889, he was appointed receiver of the land office in Tucson.  

He also served on the City Council, as President of the School Board, and was president 

of the Tucson Building and Association. 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE:  Correspondence, financial records, and legal 

documents are evenly divided between Drake’s business files and the Pima County 

records from his tenure as Recorder.  The Collection contains legal transactions of many 

of Southern Arizona’s pioneers and documents real estate and mining activity in many 

towns including Logan City, Quijotoa, Greaterville, Tombstone, Benson, Arivaca, 

Nogales, and Harshaw.  County records consist predominantly of recording deeds and 

mine location notices but also include voter registration changes after Cochise County 

was formed in November 1881, powers of attorney, marriage certificates, brands and 

other documents filed with Pima County from 1881 to 1884.  There is a list of marriages 

performed by Justice of the Peace Meyer between March 15 and Sept. 5, 1883.  Also 

present is a typescript of an 1885 trial concerning Santa Cruz River water rights (Box 20).   
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Drake’s business records relate to the Safety Nitro Powder Company, real estate, mining, 

and various insurance companies.  Material concerning election campaigns and politics in 

Arizona between 1880 and 1889 includes correspondence from various politicians and 

citizens and certificates of election.  There is correspondence, a will and inventory 

relating to the suicide of Col. James H. Toole.  There is also a medical case book kept by 

Drake while a hospital steward at Fort Lowell, 1866, 1871-1873.  This provides patient 

name, company, aliment, and date of return to duty as well as a record of prescriptions 

giving details of dosage and instructions for use. 

 

This collection is arranged in eight series. Series I: Personal and Military materials, 1866-

1892, boxes 1 – 3, oversize ledger and poster; Series II: Business – Real Estate, 

Insurance, and Mining, 1881-1895l, boxes 4-9, 12, 15; Series III: Business – Safety Nitro 

Powder Company, 1881-1893, boxes 10-11;  Series IV: Politics and appointments, 1875-

1893, boxes 16-17; Series V: Pima County Recorder’s Office, 1880-1884, boxes 18-16.    

 

     CONTENTS   

 

Box 1 Military Papers; Family Correspondence; Fraternal Organizations; 

Biographical Information 

 

Box 2 Personal bills, receipts, taxes (1871)  

 

Box 3 Miscellaneous  

 

Box 4 Business Interests – Specific (Real Estate, etc) 

 

Box 5 Business Interests – Miscellaneous Correspondence (1881-1894)   

 

Box 6 Business Interests – Legal Documents (1882-1892)   

 

Box 7 Insurance – Mutual Life of New York  (1880-1889)  

 

Box 8 Insurance – Mutual Life of New York (1890-1894)  

 

Box 9 Insurance – Other Companies   

 

Box 10 Safety Nitro Power Company (1881-1888) 

 

Box 11 Safety Nitro Power Company (1889-1893)  

 

Box 12 Mining Interests (1883-1893) 

 

Box 13 Letterbooks 1 & 2 (1886-1888) 

 

Box 14 Letterbooks 3 & 4 (1888-1892) 
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Box 15 Letterbooks 5, 6 & 7 (1890-1895) 

 

Box 16 Post Office; School Board; U.S. Land Office Receiver   

 

Box 17 Politics (1880-1893)   

 

Box 18 Pima County Recorder – Voter Registration (1881-1884) 

 

Box 19 Pima County Recorder – General Correspondence (1880-1884) 

 

Box 20  Pima County Recorder – Legal Documents; Cattle Brands; Bills (1881-1884)  

 

Box 21 Pima County Recorder – Mines & Mining, January-March (1880-1881) 

 

Box 22 Pima County Recorder – Mines & Mining, April-December (1881) 

 

Box 23 Pima County Recorder – Mines & Mining (1882) 

 

Box 24 Pima County Recorder – Mines & Mining (1883)   

 

Box 25 Pima County Recorder – Mines & Mining (1884)   

 

Box 26  Pima County Recorder – Mines & Mining – Legal Documents, Abstracts 

 

OVERSIZED MATERIAL 

 

1. Medical Case Book 

2. Poster 

 

 

 CONTAINER LIST:  

  

 

Box Folder Title Dates 

1  MILITARY PAPERS: PERSONAL & 

FAMILY CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 1 Drake (Rivers) Military Papers 1871-1876 

 2 Family Correspondence 1872-1892 

 3 Death of Wife, Agripina 1888 

 4 Death of Father 1889 

 5  Fraternal Organizations 1881-1893 

 6 Col. James H. Toole’s Suicide 10/15/1884 

 7  Miscellaneous Personal Correspondence 1881-1892 

 8  Biographical Material 1881-1893 

Box 2  PERSONAL TAXES, BILLS & 

RECEIPTS 
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 1 Places of Business in Tucson  

 2 Personal Tax Receipts  

 3-13 Personal Bills and Receipts 1874-1885 

 14 Bills & Receipts from Tucson Gas Co. 1882-1886 

Box 3  MISCELLANEOUS 1847-1889 

 1 Scrapbooks  1847-1849 

 2 Cancelled Checks 1883-1885 

 3 Six Bank Books 1881-1889 

 4 Account Book 1876-1880 

 *5 Poster in Oversize at end of collection  

Box 4   BUSINESS INTERESTS – SPECIFIC  

 1 Florence Real Estate 1881-1892 

 2 Quijotoa Real Estate 1884-1889 

 3 Tucson Real Estate Interests 1881-1889 

 4 Tucson Real Estate- Estimates, 

Contracts Bills, Etc. 

1881-1889 

 5 Tucson Water Co. 1883 

 6 New Bank 1884 

 7 E. Bouton Business Correspondence 1883-1894 

 8 Tucson Land & Herdic Coach Company 1883 

 9 B. Bravo Cattle Sale 1883 

 10 Safford, Hudson & Co. Failure 1884 

 11 Arizona Telegraph Co. 1884 

 12 Calabasas, Tucson & North Western 

Railroad 

1887-1888 

 13 W.W. & Elizabeth D. Williams 1888-1890 

 14 Sresovich or Hall Mill 1888-1889 

 15 John H. Norton 1892 

 16 Arizona & New Mexico Commercial 

Co. 

1893 

 17 Richard Gird & John Wasson 1880-1893 

Box 5  BUSINESS INTERESTS – 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1881-1894 

 1 Miscellaneous Business Correspondence 1881 

 2 Misc. Business Correspondence 1882 

 3 Misc. Business Correspondence 1883 

 4 Misc. Business Correspondence 1884 

 5 Misc. Business Correspondence 1886 

 6 Misc. Business Correspondence 1887 

 7 John Finch Correspondence (Feb-Mar) 1887 

 8 Misc. Business Correspondence  1888 

 9 William W. Williams Correspondence March 1888 

 10 Misc. Business Correspondence 1889 

 11 Misc. Business Correspondence 1891 

 12 Misc. Business Correspondence 1891-1894 
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Box 6  BUSINESS INTERESTS – LEGAL 

DOCUMENTS 

1882-1892 

 1 Memo of Agreements 1881-1882 

 2 Plat 1882 

 3 Power of Attorney 1882 

 4 Letter 1883 

 5 Agreements 1884 

 6 Summons 1884 

 7 Agreement 1885 

 8 Power of Attorney 1886 

 9 Bill of Sale 1887 

 10 Bill of Sale 1888 

 11 Request for Support 1892 

Box 7  MUTUAL INSURANCE CO. OF NEW 

YORK/MISC & UNIDENTIFIED COS. 

1890-1894 

 1-4 Correspondence 1890-1894 

 5 Promotional Posters  

 6 Miscellaneous Life Insurance 

Companies  

1887-1894 

 7 Correspondence – Unidentified 

Insurance Companies  

1883-1894 

Box 9  INSURANCE CORRESPONDENCE  

 1 Aetna Insurance Co. of Hartford 1889-1894 

 2 Alliance Assurance of London 1892-1893 

 3 Brown, Craig & Co., General Agents 1890-1894 

 4 Rudolph Herold, Jr., General Agents 1890-1894 

 5 Correspondence 1887-1894 

 6 Jacobs & Easton, General Insurance 

Agency 

1888-1889 

 7 H.M Newhall & Co., General Insurance 

Agency 

1887-1894 

 8 New York Life Insurance Co. 1881-1891 

 9 Pacific Insurance Union 1888-1894 

 10 Prussian National Insurance Co. of 

Stettin, Germany 

1892-1894 

 11 Sun Fire Office of London 1890-1894 

 12 Union Insurance C. of California 1891-1892 

 13 Woman’s Guarantee Fund Association 1892-1894 

Box 10  SAFETY NITRO POWDER 

COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA 

1881-1888 

 1 John B. Anderson Patent  1888-1889 

 2 Bond 1890 

 3 Shipping Receipt Book 1886-1887 

 4  Balance Sheet 1887-1888 

 5 Correspondence  1881-1886 
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 6 Correspondence (Jan-March) 1887 

 7 Correspondence (April-June) 1887 

 8 Correspondence (Sept-Dec) 1887 

 9 Correspondence (Jan-March) 1888 

 10 Correspondence (April-May) 1888 

 11 Correspondence (June-Aug) 1888 

 12 Correspondence (Sat-Dec) 1888 

Box 11  SAFETY NIRTO POWDER 

COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA 

1889-1893 

 1 Correspondence (Jan-March) 1889 

 2 Correspondence (April-June) 1889 

 3 Correspondence (July) 1889 

 4 Correspondence (Aug-Sept) 1889 

 5 Correspondence (Oct-Dec) 1889 

 6 Correspondence  1890-1891 

 7 Correspondence 1892-1892 

Box 12  MINING INTERESTS 1881-1893 

 1 Ajax Claim & Oriental Lode Claim 1882-1886 

 2 Baboqoivari Mining Interests 1889-1893 

 3 C.R. Drake Mine, Elite Mine, Harry 

Daggs Mine, Silver Bullion Mine 

1883-1884 

 4 Cababi Consolidated Mining Co. of 

Arizona 

1882-1889 

 5 Gunsight Mine 1884 

 6 Silver Heel Mine 1880-1884 

 7 Smelter 1887-1888 

 8  Table Mountain Gold & Copper Mines 1888-1892 

 9 Misc. & Unidentified Mining Ventures 1882-1892 

 10 Misc. Correspondence: Mines & Mining 1881-1892 

Box 13  LETTERBOOKS 1886-1888 

Box 14  LETTERBOOKS 1888-1892 

Box 15  LETTERBOOKS 1890-1895 

Box 16  POST OFFICE/BD. OF 

EDUCATION/U.S. LAND RECEIVER 

1875-1889 

 1 Assistance Post Master – C.R. Drake 1875-1882 

 2 C.H. Lord 1882 

 3 New Post Office 1886 

 4 Board of Education 1883-1889 

 5 Statistical Correspondence, Dept. of 

Agriculture 

1886 

 6 Receiver, U.S. Land Office (Tucson) 1889 

Box 17  POLITICS 1880-1893 

 1. Political Campaign 1880 

 2 Political Campaign 1882 

 3 F.A. Tritle 1882-1884 
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 4 Political Campaign 1884 

 5 Pima County Republican Convention – 

Delegates 

1884 

 6 14th Legislature 1887-1889 

 7 N.O. Murphy 1887-1889 

 8 Political Campaign & Politics 1888 

 9 A.P.K. Safford 1888-1889 

 10 Application for Position 1889 

 11 Politics/15th Territorial Council 1889 

 12 Albert F. Banta 1889 

 13 Thomas Fitch 1889 

 14 R.C. McCormick 1889 

 15 R.E. Sloan 1889 

 16 Z.L. Tidball Case 1889 

 17 Lewis Wolfley 1889 

 18 Politics 1892 

 19 Legislature 1893 

Box 18  PIMA COUNTY RECORDER – 

VOTER REGISTRATION 

1880-1884 

 1 Correspondence 1881-1884 

 2 Voter Registration Changes  Undated 

 3 Voter Registration Changes 1880-1881 

 4 Voter Registration Changes 1882-1884 

Box 19  PIMA COUNTY RECORDER – 

VOTER REGISTRATION 

1880-1884 

 1 Correspondence 1880 

 2 Correspondence (January) 1881 

 3 Correspondence (February) 1881 

 4 Correspondence (March) 1881 

 5 Correspondence (April) 1881 

 6 Correspondence (May) 1881 

 7 Correspondence (June) 1881 

 8 Correspondence (July-Aug) 1881 

 9 Correspondence (Sept-Dec) 1881 

 10 Correspondence (Jan-April) 1882 

 11 Correspondence (May-July) 1882 

 12 Correspondence (Aug-Oct) 1882 

 13 Correspondence (Nov-Dec) 1882 

 14 Correspondence (Feb-April) 1883 

 15 Correspondence (May-July) 1883 

 16 Correspondence (Aug-Dec) 1883 

 17 Correspondence (Jan-March) 1884 

 18 Correspondence (April-June) 1884 

 19 Correspondence (July-Sept) 1884 

 20 Correspondence (Oct-Dec) 1884 
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Box 20  PIMA COUNTY RECORDER – 

CATTLE BRANDS, LEGAL 

DOCUMENTS, ETC. 

1881-1884 

 1 Cattle Brands – Correspondence 1881-1884 

 2 Bills From County Recorder 1881-1884 

 3 Title Search, Tucson 1872-1883 

 4 Quintero-Woffenden Indenture Note 1872 

 5 Block 129, Lot 6, Tucson 1880 

 6 Brief of Plaintiff 1881 

 7 Abstract Title & Deed 1881-1891 

 8 Reprecincting of Pima County 1882 

 9 Lot 7, Block 229, Tucson 1882 

 10 Wolf vs Keisel, Writ of Attachment 1882 

 11 Certification of Marriages by Charles H. 

Meyer 

1883 

 12 Lease 1884 

 13 Santa Cruz River Water Rights Suit 1885 

 14 List of County Stationery  1886 

 15 Deed to Lots in Logan City 1886 

 16 Douglas Snyder – Invalid Pension  

 17 Drafts of County Recorder Forms  

Box 21  PIMA COUNTY RECORDER – 

MINES & MINING 

1880-1881 

 1 U.S. Geological Survey Requests 1880 

 2 To S.W. Carpenter, Co. Recorder (Dec) 1880  

 3 Locations Identified (January) 1881 

 4 Instrument of Location Not Identified 

(Jan) 

1881 

 5 Location or Instrument Identified (Feb) 1881 

 6 Unidentified (Feb) 1881 

 7 Pima C. Recorder: Mines (March) 1881 

Box 22  PIMA COUNTY RECORDER – 

MINES & MINING 

1881 

 1  Correspondence (April-December) 1881 

 2 Correspondence (May) 1881 

 3 Correspondence (June) 1881 

 4 Correspondence (July) 1881 

 5 Correspondence (August) 1881 

 6 Santa Rita Land & Mining Co – 

Properties Purchased (August) 

1881 

 7 Correspondence (September) 1881 

 8 Correspondence (October) 1881 

 9 Correspondence (November) 1881 

 10 Correspondence (December) 1881 
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Box 23  PIMA COUNTY RECORDER – 

MINES & MINING 

1882 

 1 Correspondence  1882 

 2 Correspondence (January) 1882 

 3 Correspondence (February) 1882 

 4 Correspondence (March) 1882 

 5 Correspondence (April) 1882 

 6 Correspondence (May) 1882 

 7 Correspondence (June) 1882 

 8 Correspondence (July) 1882 

 9 Correspondence (August) 1882 

 10 Correspondence (September) 1882 

 11 Correspondence (October) 1882 

 12 Correspondence (November) 1882 

 13 Correspondence (December) 1882 

Box 24  PIMA COUNTY RECORDER – 

MINES & MINING 

1883 

 1 Correspondence (February) 1883 

 2 Correspondence (March) 1883 

 3 Correspondence (April) 1883 

 4 Correspondence (May) 1883 

 5 Correspondence (June) 1883 

 6 Correspondence (July) 1883 

 7 Correspondence (August) 1883 

 8 Correspondence (October) 1883 

 9 Correspondence (November) 1883 

 10 Correspondence (December) 1883 

Box 25  PIMA COUNTY RECORDER – 

MINES & MINING 

1884 

 1 Correspondence (January) 1884 

 2 Correspondence (February) 1884 

 3 Correspondence (March) 1884 

 4 Correspondence (April) 1884 

 5 Correspondence (May) 1884 

 6 Correspondence (June) 1884 

 7 Correspondence (July-August) 1884 

 8 Correspondence (September) 1884 

 9 Correspondence (October) 1884 

 10 Correspondence (November-December) 1884 

Box 26  LEGAL DOCUMENTS – PIMA 

COUNTY RECORDER – MINES & 

MINING 

 

 1 Record Book of Legal Transactions  

 2 Calaveras Claim Agreement to Sale 

(November) 

1880 
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 3 Juaquita Mine Sale Agreement 

(December) 

1880 

 4 Location Notices 1881-1884 

 5 Dunton Mine – Discharge of Mortgage 

(February) 

1881 

 6 Record Search – Mule Mountains 

Mining Property (April) 

1881 

 7 Correspondence (June 2-6) 1881 

 8 Mohawk Claim – Indenture (June) 1881 

 9 Ohio, La Noria, Arizona Claims – 

Indenture (July) 

1881 

 10 Ohio, La Noria, Arizona, Iroquois, 

Huron & Pontiac Claims (July) 

1881 

 11 Rough & Ready Claim – Deed (April) 1882 

 12  Rough & Ready and Bullion Mines – 

Sale (July5 and March 6) 

1882 & 1883 

 13 Oriental Claim  - Proof of Notice (July) 1883 

 14 Agreement – Six Quijotoa District 

Claims (December) 

1883 

 15 Revocation of Power of Attorney 

(February) 

1884 

 16 Scanlon vs Burgess & Gilman 

(February) 

1884 

 17 Quitclaim Deed (May) 1884 

 18 Relief Mine – Certificate of Assessment 

Work (December) 

1885 

 19 Sadie Millsite – Deeds (September & 

January) 

1887 & 1888 

 20 Agreement – San Xavier Mines 

(January) 

1888 

 21 Hartman, Finch, Drake Agreement 

(November) 

1890 

 * OVERSIZED MATERIAL  

 1 U.S. Army Hospital Department – 

Medical Case Book 

 

 2 Poster “Cooper’s Chicago Battery”  

   

 

  

   

 

 

 

 


