INTERVIEW AN ELDER

How to Conduct an Oral History Interview

Interview an older family member or friend via phone or video chat. Record the conversation if you

have their permission to do so. Take notes if you cannot record the conversation. Think up interview
questions before your interview. This worksheet will give you some question suggestions, but you can
also make up your own questions.
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% Send athank you note or email after your interview.
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These introductory questions will get your conversation started. As you talk, ask for more information about anything

interesting that the interviewee mentions. Do research before the interview to familiarize yourself with important

historical events that took place during the interviewee’s lifetime.

% What is your full name?

% Where and when were you born and where
have you lived?

% Tell me about your parents. Where and when were
your parents born? Where did they live? How did your
parents meet? What were your parents’ jobs?

% Describe the community you grew up in. What was
your neighborhood like growing up? Who were your
neighbors? What was your house like? What
technology did you have in your house growing up?

% Tell me about your childhood. What school did you go
to? What was school like for you? Who were your
friends? What did you do after school and on the
weekends? What did you want to be when you grew
up? What was your favorite toy or game?

Travel

% What was your first job? Did you work as a teenager?
When did you leave home? What other jobs have you
had? What do you do for a living now or what did you
retire from?

% What significant historical events do you remember
hearing about as a child? What significant events
happened when you were an adult? How did
these events affect you and your family?

(Wars, natural disasters, segregation, the Civil Rights
Movement, etc.)

% Tell me about your favorite memory. What are you
most proud of? What do you consider your greatest
accomplishment?
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