
AHS LICENSE PLATE
A special thanks to everyone who has an
Arizona Historical Society specialty license
plate on their vehicle.

AHS receives $17 from the Arizona Motor Vehicle division for each
purchase and renewal of these plates. Since the Motor Vehicle Division
does not tell us who currently has an AHS license plate, we are unable
to acknowledge each of you individually. Nevertheless, we greatly
appreciate your support.

For anyone interested in learning more about the AHS specialty license
plate, please contact our Statewide Membership Services office by
calling 520-617-1165 or emailing membership@azhs.gov. You may also
visit ArizonaHistoricalSociety.org/ahsSpecialtyPlate.
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Appropriations
$3,155,000

Earned Income*
$542,021
*Includes 
membership 
dues, admission, 
rental and 
program fees 

Donations
$217,594

Grants & Miscellaneous 
$218,388

REVENUES

TOTAL REVENUES $4,133,003

Utilities
$431,702

Operations
$1,055,093 

Salaries
$1,649,256

EXPENDITURES

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $4,241,270

Employee- 
Related 
Expenses 
$715,596

Rent
$389,623

NOTE TO OUR DONORS
A sincere effort has been made to honor every contributor in the appropriate
giving categories appearing in this publication. It is possible, however, that names
have been inadvertently omitted or incorrectly listed. If you notice an error, please
contact our Statewide Membership Services office by calling 520-617-1165 or
emailing membership@azhs.gov, so the record may be corrected.

GRANTORS
AHS gratefully acknowledges the generosity of our grantors.

Dear Members and Friends:

I want to thank all of you for your support, interest, and involvement in
everything the Arizona Historical Society has to offer. A special “thank you”
goes to all who supported our efforts to encourage the Arizona Legislature to
reauthorize the Arizona Historical Society for ten years, the maximum term
allowed under Arizona law. It is a privilege to serve as President of an
organization with such devoted and informed members and friends.

Last year, I wrote in this report about the need to confront the economic
realities of the day regarding limits on public financial support and increased
competition for fewer private-donor resources. Over the past year, the Arizona Historical Society has
prioritized its efforts in these directions. Following analysis and discussion of economic trends and agency
performance (from both historic and projected standpoints), this past summer the State Board of Directors
created a committee to formulate a “business plan” charting the Society’s next five years of operation. The
committee consists of an equal number of board and staff participants. Among its tasks is the
establishment of revenue-generating and fundraising priorities, programs, and goals. The formalization
and adoption of this business plan, with revenue goals and agreed-upon priorities, will guide our agency in
its day-to-day decision-making and in its productive use of existing resources. The economic sustainability
of our programs and facilities, both short-term and long-term, will be enhanced.

In order to maximize efficiencies and better utilize its resources, the Arizona Historical Society continues
to collaborate with other agencies and organizations across the state. For example, Riordan Mansion State
Historic Park in Flagstaff, operated by AHS in partnership with Arizona State Parks, is open and doing
vibrant business. In southern Arizona, AHS collaborates with the Ben’s Bells Project—a nonprofit
agency—to preserve and revitalize Tucson’s Charles O. Brown house, one of the area’s oldest surviving
adobe structures. In Yuma, we continue to make progress on implementing the Yuma Museum Campus
Plan, in conjunction with the City of Yuma, Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area, and the Yuma County
Historical Society. This past year saw the opening of space in Yuma’s Heritage Library for AHS-Rio
Colorado’s newly conserved historical archives, a collaborative effort between the Arizona Historical
Society, the Yuma County Library District, and the Yuma County Historical Society.

The Arizona Historical Society’s efforts at collaboration and maximization of resources extend to
programming and exhibits. The business plan being worked on by the Board of Directors and staff 
will build on, and expand, the Arizona Historical Society’s collaborative efforts with other museums, 
as well as with public and private entities of all kinds.

As the foregoing demonstrates, the Arizona Historical Society has prioritized its efforts toward long-term
economic sustainability. We welcome your continuing interest, support, and participation in all of the
Arizona Historical Society’s activities.

Many thanks and regards.

Michael R. Urman
President, AHS Board of Directors
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AHS revenues increased slightly (less than one percent)
from fiscal year 2012-13 to fiscal year 2013-14. This was
primarily due to appropriations increasing to offset
increases in employee-related expenses. Donations and
earned income both decreased slightly, but were offset by
increased grants and miscellaneous revenues.

AHS expenditures increased by 4.5% over the previous
fiscal year, even as salaries and utilities showed small
decreases. The single greatest contributor was
operations, which increased due to repairs, maintenance,
and improvements made to AHS facilities.

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

AHS celebrates and is deeply appreciative to its members, donors, and volunteers who so generously support us.
Below we give special recognition and thanks to those who have contributed a total of $100 or more in gifts and/or member dues between July 1, 2013, and June 30, 2014.

To view online lists of all members, donors, and volunteers, scan the QR code on this page or visit ArizonaHistoricalSociety.org/2014AnnualReport.
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Dear Friends:

Throughout the Arizona Historical Society’s sesquicentennial year, I have been
reminded how highly personal is history. History is biography and
autobiography; history is our story as an individual or a group, as a community, 
a state, or a nation. As a species, we humans are compulsive about documenting
our lives, as evidenced by archives of all kinds—the letters, diaries, and
photographs we keep—and the objects we collect. In this technological age, it is
no accident that smart phones include camera and video settings, which grow
ever more sophisticated with each improved generation. No experience, whether
celebratory or tragic, no backyard family gathering or vacation, no sports event or concert, or merely hiking
with the family dog, seems to lack some sort of photo documentation. We are our planet’s ultimate
chroniclers. The means of delivery may have changed over the millennia, from unwritten narratives handed
down by word of mouth, to epics sung by jongleurs, to the written word presented on clay tablets, papyrus,
parchment, paper, and now electronically, in all its sometimes undisciplined formats, but at heart we remain
storytellers. The story, whatever form it takes, is fundamental to how we view the world in which we live.

The Arizona Historical Society serves as the keeper of stories, both intimate and panoramic. Through its
museum facilities, AHS provides the physical conduit by which anyone, regardless of background, can
discover his or her own history alongside the histories of other individuals, familiar and unfamiliar. Its
archival and artifact collections preserve the documents and objects that illuminate the history of Arizona
and the West. Its various public programs afford the opportunity to participate in a learning experience. 
If an on-site visit is difficult or impossible, the journey of discovery can begin on-line.

A perfect place to start is at the AHS Sanguinetti House Museum and Gardens, where visitors will observe
how the personal story of a single individual unfolds into a broader understanding of the evolution of modern
Yuma. Once the home of entrepreneur E. F. Sanguinetti (1867-1945), and donated by his descendants to the
Arizona Historical Society, the museum introduces patrons to the Victorian-era home of a successful
businessman and community leader. The so-called “territorial office” tweaks the imagination with images of
local merchants making deals that shaped the community. We can imagine tea being served in the parlor. The
sound of the railroad whistle in a changing gallery sharpens our senses to the hustle and bustle of Madison
Avenue, Yuma’s main thoroughfare, and reminds us of the community’s vibrant heyday as a transportation
crossroads. As we move into the Italian-inspired formal gardens, filled with exotic flowers that Sanguinetti
imported and loved, we turn our backs on the surrounding desert and enter a lush environment that is as
inviting today as it must have been during Sanguinetti’s lifetime. Refreshed from their on-site history tour,
visitors can explore Yuma’s rich past in the archival and historic photograph collections available at the nearby
Heritage Library. These collections are accessible to anyone, anywhere, through the AHS on-line catalog.

Similar experiences await audiences, from near and far, at Arizona Historical Society museums in Flagstaff,
Tempe, and Tucson. Curious visitors and researchers need only scroll through the AHS website
(ArizonaHistoricalSociety.org) to discover the broad content and exciting variety of programs, activities,
special events, and services available through the Arizona Historical Society.

The Arizona Historical Society’s 150th birthday milestone deserves special recognition. A century and a half
after its enactment by the Territorial Legislature in 1864, AHS is vital and thriving. After pondering how
best to mark this special year, we decided to produce an anniversary edition of The Journal of Arizona
History. Compiled and written by staff from across the Society’s divisions and departments, “AHS at 150”
highlights emblematic objects in our collections—the dramatic and the mundane, the significant and the
modest—all of which reflect the “real people, real stories” that are at the heart of AHS’s mission. Many of
these artifacts are on special display at AHS museums around the state.

We thank you, the members and friends of the Arizona Historical Society, for traveling with us, marking
our passage through every twist and turn of our state’s history, and joining us as we tackle the future.

With warm regards,

Anne I. Woosley, Ph.D.
Executive Director
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Exhibit -- Above and Beyond: Arizona and the Medal of Honor
157 U.S. Army troops received the Medal of Honor while campaigning in Arizona. These bravest of the brave, and nearly 
a dozen more Arizona-born or Arizona residents who fought in later conflicts, are featured in this special traveling exhibit.

-- On display now through November 2, 2014, at the AHS Museum at Papago Park, 1300 N College Ave., Tempe, AZ.

-- On display November 12, 2014, through May 3, 2015, at the AHS Sanguinetti House Museum and Gardens, 240 S. Madison Ave., Yuma, AZ.

-- On display May 15, 2015, through October 25, 2015, at the AHS Pioneer Museum, 2340 N. Fort Valley Rd., Flagstaff, AZ.

-- On display November 12, 2015, through May 7, 2016, at the AHS Arizona History Museum, 949 E. 2nd St., Tucson, AZ.

AHS Arizona 150 Exhibits
Collections in celebration of the Arizona Historical Society’s 150th anniversary. Unique exhibits at each museum.

AHS Museum at Papago Park in Tempe -- On display now through January 17, 2015.

AHS Pioneer Museum in Flagstaff -- On display now through April 30, 2015.

AHS Arizona History Museum in Tucson -- On display now with end date not yet determined.

Also at AHS Museum at Papago Park in Tempe:
Gallery of Natural History -- New exhibit now open. Showcasing the rocks, minerals, and fossils of the AHS Natural History Collection.

Festive Foods -- Holiday exhibit with a feast of rocks-that-look-like food. On display November 8, 2014, through February 7, 2015. 

Bracero -- A traveling exhibit from the Smithsonian exploring the complex topic of migrant workers from the mid-20th century. 
On display March 17, 2015, through May 7, 2015.

Also at AHS Sanguinetti House Museum and Gardens in Yuma:
Grand Re-Opening of the Museum and Gardens -- Starting November 8, 2014, visit the newly refreshed cottage home and 
rose gardens of Yuma entrepreneur E. F. Sanguinetti.

Garden Talks / Live Demonstrations -- Activities hosted every other Saturday from January 3, 2015, through March 28, 2015.

Also at AHS Arizona History Museum in Tucson:
Images of AHS throughout the years -- Library exhibit on display now through January 30, 2015.

Native American Rodeo Photography -- Exhibit featuring the colorful and vivid photography of Pulitzer Prize nominee Ken Blackbird,
complimented by an exhibit about the history of Southern Arizona Rodeo traditions. On display February 2015 through May 2015.

I Am Tucson -- An exhibit on the meaning of place from the perspective of those who have lived in Tucson and Southern Arizona, 
both past and present. On display during Summer 2015.

ARIZONA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

CURRENT and UPCOMING AHS EXHIBITS and EVENTS
Information about several of these activities and more can be found at ArizonaHistoricalSociety.org.
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