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DESCRIPTION

Barnes was a signal corps officer at Ft. Apache and later became a businessman, cattleman,
forester and historian. Collection includes manuscripts, correspondence and diaries by
Barnes and covers topics such as the U. S. military, Mexican revolution, Apache Indians,
ranching, cowboy equipment, law and order, wildlife, national forests and Barnes’ notes for
his book _Arizona Place Names.

26 Boxes, 13.5 linear ft.

ACQUISITION

Donated by Edith Talbot Barnes, 1937-1945.

RELATED MATERIAL

PC 10: Will C. Barnes photo collection

ACCESS

There are no restrictions on access to this collection.

COPYRIGHT

Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be addressed to the
Arizona Historical Society, Tucson, Archives Department.

PROCESSING

The collection was processed by Todd Mills in 1980; Riva Dean re-boxed parts of the
collection and consolidated the finding aid in May 1999. The original folder numbers were
retained.

ARRANGEMENT

Seven Series : 1/Incoming General Correspondence, 1890-1945, 2/Outoing General
Correspondence, 1899-1938; 3/Diaries, 1878-1936, 4/Business Papers, 1898-1932;
5/Manuscripts, 6/Research Material, 7/Printed Matter


mailto:ahsref@azhs.gov

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

William Croft Barnes, pioneer Arizona Indian fighter, cattleman, legislator, conservationist
and author, was born in San Francisco on June 21, 1858. He received his early education in
Minneapolis, Minnesota and LaPorte, Indiana. Barnes was appointed telegrapher at Fort
Apache in 1880 and was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor in 1881 for heroic
service there.

After leaving the military in 1882, Barnes went into the cattle business in the Holbrook area.
He became general manager and principal owner of the Esperanza Cattle Company, one of
the largest cattle concerns in Apache County. Barnes entered civil public service in 1890;
serving on the Apache County Board of Supervisors in that year. He was elected to the
Territorial legislature in1891 and named to the Arizona Commission to the Chicago World’s
Fair in 1893. He served as Chairman of the Arizona Live Stock Board from 1897 to 1900. In
the latter years, Barnes moved to New Mexico where he was elected to that Territory’s
legislature in 1901. He was chairman of the New Mexico Live Stock Board from 1902 to
1907 when he joined the Forest Service under conservationist Gifford Pinchot. For most of
his twenty-one years with the Forest Service, he was instrumental in developing and
administering grazing policy.

Barnes retired in 1928 and shortly afterwards became Secretary of the U. S. Geographic
Board in Washington, D. C. Until retiring again in 1930, he was credited with clarifying
confusing instances of place names throughout the county. He returned to Arizona in 1930
to work on his compilation which was published in 1935 under the title Arigona Place Names.
He was a prolific writer attracted to popular as well as technical subjects. Many of his
publications were illustrated with his own photographs.

He married Edith Talbot in Phoenix in 1897. He died on December 17, 1936 and was buried
at Arlington National Cemetery in Washington, D. C.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection relates to the various professions and interests of William C. Barnes. It is
especially valuable for the material it contains regarding the Territorial history of Arizona in
particular, and the Southwest in general. The collection includes research materials and
manuscripts on Arizona pioneers, military history, territorial politics, scientific and artistic
fields; livestock and cattle grazing, range management and land conservation, Arizona flora
and fauna, origins of geographic names, native American groups and cultures.

Barnes' diaries were meticulously kept on a wide range of topics from 1878 through 1936.
The journal kept during his service at Fort Apache documents fort activities and the Indian
raids of the late 1870s and early 1880s. This journal is a photocopy of an original at the
National Archives; all others are originals. Diaries maintained during Barnes' employment
with the U. S. Forest Service contain notes on land erosion, over-grazing of lands, livestock
and forestry. In these volumes, he recorded observations made during inspection trips. He
often kept personal and professional diaries simultaneously which resulted in an overlap of
dates between the two types of diaries.



The manuscripts written by Barnes relating to a his wide range of interests. Major categories
include origins of names for places and natural monuments; conservation of land and
wildlife, folklore, cowboy songs, humor and travel. The manuscripts also includes his
autobiography which was published posthumously under the title Apache and Longhorns. The
research material kept by Barnes relating to his manuscripts is arranged by subject. Of
particular interest are the notes cards which Barnes compiled in for the preparation of
Arizona Place Names. The printed matter includes ten scrapbooks and Barnes index to the
scrapbooks.

SERIES LIST

Series One: Incoming General Correspondence, 1890-1945. Three boxes (1.5 linear ft.)
arranged alphabetically by correspondent and Series Two: Outgoing General
Correspondence, 1899-1938. Two boxes (1 linear ft.) arranged alphabetically by
correspondent. Important topics and individuals represented in the correspondence include:
Col. William C. Greene and ranching in Sonora, Mexico, (correspondence with Colin
Cameron, 1905-1909), place names of Arizona (with John Cameron, 1931-1934), New
Mexico politics and James Gartfield (with J. Hagerman, 1907-1928) native Arizona flora and
fauna with W. A. Dayton, J. ]. Thorneber (1928-19306), the Pleasant Valley War and the
Hashknife outfit (with Earle Forrest (1924-1928) Mormon migration and settlement (with
Joseph Fielding Smith and Andrew Jensen (1933-1935), range management (with H. A.
Jastro, Dwight Heard and William M. Raine (1908-1935).

Series Three: Diaries, 1878-1936. Two boxes (1 linear ft.) arranged chronologically.
Diaries reflect personal and business journals kept by Barnes throughout his life.

Series Four: Business Records, 1898-1932. One box (.5 linear ft.) The records relate to
Barnes’ partnerships in commercial and literary ventures and to his professional career.

Series Five: Manuscripts, n.d., Six boxes (3 linear ft.) arranged alphabetically by topic. The
topics used when the collection was processed are broad, so that a researcher looking for a
particular pioneer will have to search through several folders to find one individual.

Series Six: Research material, n.d. Six boxes (3 linear ft.) arranged alphabetically by topic.
This includes research material relating to the manuscripts included in series five.

Series Seven: Printed matter, Seven boxes (3.5 linear ft.) arranged alphabetically by topic.
This material includes scrapbooks kept by Barnes as well as articles which he collected on
topics of interest to him.
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