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PC 048 
Forbes, Robert Humphrey, 1867-1968 

Photograph collection, 1882-1961 (bulk 1894-1928) 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 
Photographs, mostly taken by Forbes, represent his interest in Arizona historical sites and his work 
on various agricultural projects.  Some are of Arizona and Mexico but most were taken in Egypt, 
French West Africa, and Haiti.  Highlights include University of Arizona classrooms, labs, and 
experimental farm work, taken by J. W. Toumey, ca. 1895-1905; ranches and stage station ruins, and 
Roosevelt Dam construction.   
 
8 boxes, 4 linear ft. 
 
ACQUISITION 
 
Donated by Robert Forbes. 
 
ACCESS 
 
There are no restrictions on access to this collection.  
 
COPYRIGHT 
 
Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be addressed to the Arizona 
Historical Society - Tucson, Archives Department. 
 
PROCESSING 
 
Kim Frontz prepared this finding aid in September 2010. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
Educator, researcher and legislator; Robert Forbes was director of the Agricultural Experiment 
Station at the University of Arizona and dean of the College of Agriculture.  In 1918, he began 
thirteen years of work as agricultural consultant for the British government in Egypt, later working 
on crop research in French West Africa and Haiti.  From 1938 to 1952, he served in the Arizona 
state legislature. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
Some photographs depict Forbes, his homes, family and friends while the majority is his 
documentation of his work in agriculture and interest in historical sites.  There are images of the 
University of Arizona classrooms, labs, library and museum taken by J. W. Toumey, ca. 1895-1905.  



Historical interests are represented with photographs of Col. C. E. Cooley, the Baboquivari 
Mountains, and ranches including McCleary's Camp, Thanolite (Pima) , Empire Ranch, Chenowiths 
(San Simon),  Jaeger (Yuma), Reventon and Potrero (Pete Kitchens), Gandara (Calabasas), Canoa, 
Old Sopori, etc.   There are composite photographs of Arizona legislators of the House of 
Representatives from 1938 to 1952.    
 
Other images show giant trees, University of Arizona experimental farms in Yuma and Mesa 
including cotton, hay, harvesting, tractors and wagons.   Also present are images of Tohono 
O'odham women harvesting fruit, Fresnal (1933), Tule Tank, Cibicue including school children, and 
Roosevelt Dam construction.  There are also images of stage station ruins at Dragoon, Camino del 
Diablo, Picacho and Canoa, and images of Tubac, and Tucson military plaza showing an adobe 
building of the early military camp. 
 
In addition to agriculture, images of Egypt, French West Africa and Haiti are interesting for the 
many images of food processing, lifestyles, and customs depicted as well as view of monuments 
such as the Sphinx.   An item level listing is available. 
 



BOX AND FOLDER LIST 

Box 1 

 

 People 
 

f. 1   Dr. & Mrs. Robert H. Forbes 
f. 2   Forbes’ Olive Road Home 
f. 3   Forbes’ Family Portraits 
f. 4   Forbes' family - out-of-state 
f. 5   Portraits - Friends and colleagues 
 
 Arizona places 
 
f. 6   Apache Trail 
f. 7   Baboquivari Mt.   
f. 8   Casa Grande Ruins 
f. 9   Colorado River Near Yuma 
f. 10 Forts 
f. 11 Homes and Ranches 
f. 12 Legislatures - group - 14th to 20th legislatures 
f. 13 Mines and Mining 
f. 14 Miscellaneous Scenes 
f. 15 Pennington Family Homes 
f. 16 Roosevelt Dam  
f. 17 Sonoita Valley 
f. 18 Stage Stations & Routes 
f. 19 Tinajas Atlas 
f. 20 Tubac 
f. 21 Tucson 
 
Box 2 
 
f. 22 Vicinity of Tucson 1894-1948 
f. 23 Tumacacori & Guevavi Mission Ruins 
f. 24 University of Arizona 
f. 25 U. of A. Experimental farms 
f. 26 Arizona-Vegetation 
 
 Mexico places 
 
f. 27 Mexico-Agriculture 
f. 28 Mexico-Miscellaneous Views 
f. 29 Mexico-Missions 
f. 30 Mexico-Places-Altar Area 
f. 31 Mexico-Places-Muleje Vicinity 
f. 32 Mexico-Places-Santa Rosalia Area 
f. 33 Mexico-Vegetation 
 



 Miscellaneous 
 
f. 34 Miscellaneous Prints 
 
 Color photographs 
 
f. 35 Color Photographs - Family and miscellaneous 
 
Box 3 
 
 Other places 
 
f. 36  San Francisco, Honolulu & Japan 
f. 37  Italy & Spain 
f. 38  China 
f. 39  China Photos 
f. 40  Riumtaka Pictures 
f. 41  Bathim 
f. 42  India 
 
 Egypt 
 
f. 43  Egypt-env. 5 
f. 44  Egypt-env. 6 
f. 45  Egypt-env. 7 
f. 46  Egypt-env. 8 
f. 47  Egypt-env. 9 
f. 48  Egypt-env. 10 
f. 49  Egypt-env. 11 
f. 50  Egypt-env. 12 
f. 51  Egypt-env. 13 
f. 52  Egypt-env. 14 
f. 53  Egypt-env. 15 
f. 54  Egypt-env. 16 
f. 55  Egypt-env. 17 
f. 56  Egypt-env. 18 
f. 57  Egypt-env. 19 
f. 58  Egypt-env. 20 
f. 59  Egypt-env. 21 
f. 60  Egypt-env. 22 
f. 61  Egypt-env. 23 
f. 62  Egypt-env. 24 
f. 63  Egypt-env. 25 
f. 64  Egypt-env. 26 
f. 65  Egypt-env. 27 
f. 66  Egypt-env. 28 
f. 67  Egypt-env. 29 
f. 68  Egypt-env. 30 



f. 69  Egypt-env. 31 
f. 70  Egypt-env. 32 
f. 71  Egypt-env. 33 
f. 72  Egypt-env. 34 
f. 73  Egypt-env. 35 
f. 74  Egypt-env. 36 
f. 75  Egypt-env. 37 
f. 76  Egypt-env. 38 
f. 77  Egypt-env. 39 
f. 78  Egypt-env. 40 
f. 79  Egypt-env. 41 
f. 80  Egypt-env. 42 
f. 81  Egypt-env. 43 
f. 82  Egypt-env. 44 
f. 83  Egypt-env. 45 
f. 84  Egypt-env. 46 
f. 85  Egypt-env. 47 
f. 86  Egypt-env. 48 
f. 87  Egypt-env. 49 
f. 88  Egypt-env. 50 
 
Box 4 
 
f. 89  Egypt-env. 51 
f. 90  Egypt-env. 52 
f. 91  Egypt-env. 53 
f. 92  Egypt-env. 54 
f. 93  Egypt-env. 55 
f. 94  Egypt-env. 56 
f. 95  Egypt-env. 57 
f. 96  Egypt-env. 58 
f. 97  Egypt-env. 59 
f. 98  Egypt-env. 60 
f. 99  Egypt-env. 61 
f. 100 Egypt-env. 62 
f. 101 Egypt Photos 
 
 Haiti 
 
f. 102  Haiti Photos 
f. 103  Haiti-film 56 
f. 104  Haiti-film 57 
f. 105  Haiti-film 58 
f. 106  Haiti-film 59 
f. 107  Haiti-film 60 
f. 108  Haiti-film 61 
f. 109  Haiti-film 62 
f. 110  Haiti-film 63 



f. 111  Haiti-film 64 
f. 112  Haiti-film 65 
f. 113  Haiti-film 66 
f. 114  Haiti-film 67 
f. 115  Haiti-film 68 
f. 116  Haiti-film 69 
f. 117  Haiti-film 70 
f. 118  Haiti-film 71 
f. 119  Haiti-film 72 
f. 120  Haiti-film 73 
f. 121  Haiti-film 74 
f. 122  Haiti-film 75 
f. 123  Haiti-film 76 
f. 124  Haiti-film 77 
f. 125  Haiti-film 78 & 79 
f. 126  Haiti-film 80 
f. 127  Haiti-film 81 
f. 128  Haiti-film 82 
f. 129  Haiti-film 83 
 
Box 5 
 
f. 130  Waterloo Views-film 97 
 
 Africa 
 
f. 131  North Africa & East Africa 
f. 132  French West Africa-film 1 
f. 133  French West Africa-film 2 
f. 134  French West Africa-film 3 
f. 135  French West Africa-film 4 
f. 136  French West Africa-film 5 
f. 137  French West Africa-film 6 
f. 138  French West Africa-film 7 
f. 139  French West Africa-film 8 
f. 140  French West Africa-film 9 
f. 141  French West Africa-film 10 
f. 142  French West Africa-film 11 
f. 143  French West Africa-film 12 
f. 144  French West Africa-film 13 
f. 145  French West Africa-film 14 
f. 146  French West Africa-film 15 
f. 147  French West Africa-film 16 
f. 148  French West Africa-film 17 
f. 149  French West Africa-film 18 
f. 150  French West Africa-film 19 
f. 151  French West Africa-film 20 
f. 152  French West Africa-film 21 



f. 153  French West Africa-film 22 
f. 154  French West Africa-film 23 
f. 155  French West Africa-film 24 
f. 156  French West Africa-film 25 
f. 157  French West Africa-film 26 
f. 158  French West Africa-film 27 
f. 159  French West Africa-film 28 
f. 160  French West Africa-film 29 
f. 161  French West Africa-film 30 
f. 162  French West Africa-film 31 
f. 163  French West Africa-film 32 
f. 164  French West Africa-film 33 
f. 165  French West Africa-film 34 
f. 166  French West Africa-film 35 
f. 167  French West Africa-film 36 
f. 168  French West Africa-film 37 
f. 169  French West Africa-film 38 
f. 170  French West Africa-film 39 
f. 171  French West Africa-film 40 
f. 172  French West Africa-film 41 
f. 173  French West Africa-film 42 
f. 174  French West Africa-film 43 
 
Box 6 
 
f. 175  French West Africa-film 44 
f. 176  French West Africa-film 45 
f. 177  French West Africa-film 46 
f. 178  French West Africa-film 47 
f. 179  French West Africa-film 48 
f. 180  French West Africa-film 49 
f. 181  French West Africa-film 50 
f. 182  French West Africa-film 51 
f. 183  French West Africa-film 52 
f. 184  French West Africa-film 53 
f. 185  French West Africa-film 54 
f. 186  French West Africa-film 55 
f. 187  French West Africa-film 85 
f. 188  French West Africa-film 86 
f. 189  French West Africa-film 87 
f. 190  French West Africa-film 88 
f. 191  French West Africa-film 89 
f. 192  French West Africa-film 90 
f. 193  French West Africa-film 91 
f. 194  French West Africa-film 92 
f. 195  French West Africa-film 93 
f. 196  French West Africa-film 94 
f. 197  French West Africa-film 95 



f. 198  French West Africa-film 96 
f. 199  French West Africa-film 98 
f. 200  French West Africa-film 99 
f. 201  French West Africa-film 100 
f. 202  French West Africa-film 101 
f. 203  French West Africa-film 102 
f. 204  French West Africa-film 103 
f. 205  French West Africa-film 104 
f. 206  French West Africa-film 105 
 
Box 7 
f. 207  Experimental Crops 
f. 208  George Forbes Travels-Budapest 
f. 209  R. H. Forbes Trip to Egypt, Stop in Ceylon, India-1918 
f. 210  R. H. Forbes Trip to Egypt, Stop in China-1918 
f. 211  Egypt Travels-Cairo 
f. 212  George Forbes Travels-France 
f. 213  Material Found with Waterloo Views (film 97-folder 130) 
f. 214  George Forbes Travels-Germany & Austria 
f. 215  Haiti 
f. 216  R.H. Forbes Trip to Egypt, Stop in Hawaii-1918 
f. 217  George Forbes Travels-Italy 
 
Box 8 
f. 218  R. H. Forbes Trip to Egypt, Stop in Japan-1918 
f. 219  Jerusalem 
f. 220  Georgie Forbes Travels-Spain 
f. 221  Georgie Forbes-Art Prints-Europe-1920s & 1930s 
 
 

 


