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HISTORICAL NOTE

A year after they both learned how to fly, Dr. Karl Harris and his wife Marjorie
purchased Maddux Aviation, Inc. from Jim Vercellino. Along with the business and a
prime location at Sky Harbor Airport, the Harrises also bought the company's seven
aircraft. On September 8, 1957, they began instruction at Saguaro Aviation in the former
TWA operations building at 2411 Air Lane Way. Saguaro Aviation employed nine
people, five of whom were instructors. Marjorie N. Harris was named president and
Lester B. Taylor vice president and general manager. Les also served as an instructor
throughout his tenure at Saguaro. Clients could earn a private, commercial, instrument,
instructor, or multi-engine license through Saguaro Aviation. While most of the
company's focus was on instruction, it also offered charter and rental services. The air
service was very successful in its first decade. After seven years the company had eleven
aircraft and two helicopters and had trained six hundred new pilots. By 1967, in a new
facility, Saguaro Aviation was the only Sky Harbor based air service that specialized in
flight training rather than aircraft sales. That same year, all of these small companies
joined together to form the Sky Harbor Operators Council, Inc. to deal with issues that
arose such as outside operators using the air strips and tie downs and general operations
regulations for Sky Harbor.

A Hughes helicopter was added to the fleet in 1961. The goal of Saguaro
Aviation was to bring reasonably priced helicopter training courses to the valley. They
were convinced that helicopter transportation was going to boom in the rapidly growing
city. By adding helicopter training into their regular flight training program, they were
able to reduce the cost of instruction from $7500 to $750 making it a popular new hobby
for men and women alike. Besides offering training, Saguaro's helicopters were put to
good use. People charted them for golfing outings, and for transportation from the airport
to hotels and resorts north of the city. They also helped perform elk surveys, dry out
flood-drenched vineyards, erect power line poles, and once even assisted in a transfer of
turkeys from one part of Arizona to another.

The records for the company are strong until the end of the 1960s but most of the
records stop in 1969. However, scrapbooks continue to show new pilots through 1978.
According to a 1976 Phoenix phone book, the address of the company had changed to
another location where the mechanical garage had once been. Saguaro Aviation appears
in the phone book until 1990-1991 proving it had lasted for more than forty years.
Unfortunately none of the records indicate why it ceased operating at that point.
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SERIES DESCRIPTION
The Saguaro Aviation Records are arranged in 11 series:

Series 1: Administrative, 1957-1977, 1 foot, 4 Y% inches, 38 folders

This series consists of the office papers of Saguaro Aviation. Information about
aircraft and course offerings, as well as public relations materials, correspondence, and
daybooks make up the bulk of this series.

Series 2: Government Publications, 1938-1970, 4 ft. 10 % inches, 61 folders

This series consists of books from Saguaro Aviation that were published by
different arms of the government. These books are arranged by branch and then by
chronological order. Sources include branches of the military, the Department of
Commerce, and the Federal Aviation Agency.

Series 3: Private Publications, 1937-1978, 3 ft. 11 inches, 87 folders

This series is made up of materials published by non-governmental sources.
Aircraft companies, large companies specializing in flight training and several
foundations and councils were all represented in the Saguaro Aviation collection. The
bulk of the material is study guides, handbooks and reference books.

Series 4: Unpublished Resources, 1964-1969, 6 inches, 12 folders
This series consists of anything without publication information including
pamphlets, booklets, and exams.

Series 5: Sectional Aeronautical Charts, 1947-1974, 2 inches, 7 folders

This series consists of aeronautical charts or maps for flying in different regions
of North America. Different editions of the same map show comparisons over time.
Most of the maps are for the Southwestern United States, but a few others venture out
beyond the regional borders.

Series 6: Scrapbooks, 1957-1978, 13 % inches, 9 boxes

The scrapbooks maintained by Saguaro Aviation help tell the history of the
company through photographs, newsclippings and captions. The first six scrapbooks
consist of labeled photos of recipients of licenses. The other four are general information
scrapbooks with photos, clippings, invitations, cards, etc. All but the first scrapbook
remain in tact as created.

Series 7: Photographs, 1957-1978, 14 inches, 38 folders

The photographs in this series run the whole length of the collection. Photos
taken by many sources give an idea of Saguaro Aviation, Sky Harbor Airport and
aviation in general at that time.

Series 8: Negatives, 1957-1978, 17 1/2 inches
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The negatives in this series correspond with many of the photographs in the
scrapbook series. Some of the images in the photograph series also have matching
negatives.

Series 9: Slides, 13 inches

The slides in this series run the whole length of the collection. Photos taken by
many sources give an idea of Saguaro Aviation, Sky Harbor Airport and aviation in
general at that time. Many of these slides were also developed into photographs in the
scrapbooks.

Series 10: Media, unknown dates, 6 %2 inches
This series consists 5 - 16mm tapes and a view finder card of a Cessna aircraft.

Series 11: Realia, 3 inches

This series contains a wooden model and its pewter casting of the Saguaro
Aviation logo. It also contains two certificates mounted on wooden plagques, name plates
of employees, and a plastic wallet with Saguaro Aviation printed on it.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Series 1: Administrative, 1957-1977

This series is made up from the files of Saguaro Aviation. Aircraft logs, catalogues,
correspondence from the City of Phoenix and the Sky Harbor Operator's Association, Inc.
start the collection. Accident reports, insurance, certificates, lease information and day
books can be found in this series as well. Public relations materials including original art
work and published rates ends the series.

Series 2: Government Publications, 1938-1970

The books in this series were all published by different arms of the government
and span from pre World War 11 to the Vietnam era. Materials are included from the Air
Force, the Army, Department of Commerce, Federal Aviation Administration, the Navy
and the War Department. Various manuals for air craft (including planes and helicopters)
repair and flight make up the mass of this series along with exam guides, air traffic
control manuals, and information bulletins.

Series 3: Private Publications, 1937-1978

Anything published but not by the government falls in this category. Training
series from Fowler and Jeppesen make up the bulk with other smaller training companies
and councils. Most of these materials were current during the most active time of
operation of Saguaro Aviation. Handbooks from various aircraft companies make up a
secondary part of this series.

Series 4: Unpublished Resources, 1964-1969

This series, made up of unofficially published materials gives example of the
training available at the time of operation. The materials on helicopter training were
developed by Les Taylor for Saguaro Aviation.

Series 5: Sectional Aeronautical Charts, 1947-1974

The maps in this series were used by pilots to chart flight routes. This series of
charts covers almost thirty years and different editions of the same map help show
changes in the land over time. While many of the maps are from Arizona and the
southwest region, some stretch out in each direction.

Series 6: Scrapbooks, 1957-1978, 13 % inches, 9 boxes

Saguaro Aviation's scrapbooks show a personal history of Saguaro Aviation by
recording the recipients of various licenses and certificates. They also have a nice range
of photographs to show changes over time. The last four scrapbooks have general
information including photos, press clippings, Saguaro aviation advertisements, and a
personal collection of cards and notes.

Series 7: Photographs, 1957-1978, 14 inches, 38 folders
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The photographs in this series run the whole duration of the collection. Photos
taken by many sources give an idea of Saguaro Aviation, Sky Harbor Airport and
aviation in general at that time. Several photographs of manuevers by helicopters, aerial
views of Sky Harbor and the Phoenix area, and photos of various aircraft would be most
interesting for researchers.

Series 8: Negatives, 1957-1978, 17 1/2 inches

The negatives in this series match up with the photographs in the scrapbooks and
in the photograph series. Most of the photographs have a corresponding negative.
Oversized black and white negatives exist for the older photos in the collection, but
eventually color film was used for later ones.

Series 9: Slides, 13 inches

The slides in this series run the duration of the collection. Photos taken by many
sources give an idea of Saguaro Aviation, Sky Harbor Airport, and aviation in general at
that time. Many of these slides were also developed into photographs in the scrapbooks.
Especially interesting slides show weather in the valley including large banks of clouds
moving in, rain, and beautiful sunsets. A few slides were used by Saguaro Aviation
employees during presentations.

Series 10: Media, unknown dates, 6 %2 inches
This series consists of 5 - 16mm tapes and a view finder card of a Cessna aircraft.
The reels of film were shot from the air.

Series 11: Realia, 3 inches

This series contains a wooden model and its metal casting of the Saguaro
Aviation logo. It also contains two certificates mounted on wooden plaques, name plates
of employees, and a plastic wallet with Saguaro Aviation printed on it.

Arizona Historical Society at Papago Park, 1300 N. College Avenue, Tempe, AZ 85281
Phone: 480-929-0292 ext. 174, Email: ahsreference@azhs.gov



mailto:ahsreference@azhs.gov

1981.143 MS 37 Saguaro Aviation Records 7/

PROVENANCE

These records were created by Saguaro Aviation. On June 11, 1981, Larry
Fleming donated the Saguaro Aviation Records to the Arizona Historical Society, Central
Arizona Division.

RESTRICTIONS
There are no restrictions on this collection.

LITERARY RIGHTS STATEMENT

Permission to publish material from the Saguaro Aviation Records, 1957-1979,
must be obtained from the Library and Archives Department at the Central Arizona
Division of the Arizona Historical Society.

NOTES TO RESEARCHERS

Scrapbook number one with the earliest photos of pilots passing examinations was
disassembled and the photographs were housed in the photograph series. The few pieces
of memorabilia in the scrapbook can be found in the beginning of the scrapbook series.
The rest of the scrapbooks still remain intact. The books in this collection are filed first
alphabetically by publisher and then are arranged chronologically within the series.
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CONTAINER LIST

SERIES 1: ADMINISTRATIVE, 1957-1977

Aircraft
Box : Folder
1 1 Aircraft Logs (1 of 2)
1 :2 Aircraft Logs (2 of 2)
1 :3 Catalogues, General Aviation Supply, Inc. 1957 (1 of 2)
1 4 Catalogues, General Aviation Supply, Inc. 1957 (2 of 2)
1 :5 Catalogues, Hughes Aviation Services
1 ) Diagrams
1 27 Forms
Correspondence
1 :8 City of Phoenix — Development
1 :9 City of Phoenix - Heliport
1 :10 General, Notebook (1 of 3)
1 11 General, Notebook (2 of 3)
2 12 General, Notebook (3 of 3)
2 13 Other

Flight Instruction

2 14 Course Materials
2 . 15 Evaluation Materials
2 .16 Profitability Analysis
Office Records
2 c 17 Accident 05-05-1969
2 . 18 Calendars
2 . 19 Certificates
2 20 City of Phoenix, Lease and Ordinances
2 21 Daybooks, 1959, 1960
3 22 Daybooks, 1961, 1962
3 23 Daybooks, 1964, 1965
3 24 Daybooks, 1966, 1967
3 :25 Daybooks, 1968, 1969
3 .26 Flying-related humor and reading
3 . 27 Incidents Information
3 . 28 Insurance
3 . 29 Metro Phoenix Street Atlas
3 . 30 Notices to Instructors and Customers
3 : 31 Policies Notebook
Public Relations
4 32 Advertising — Original Art
4 K Advertising — Proofs and Products
4 34 Clippings about Saguaro Aviation
4 : 35 Clippings — other
4 . 36 Promotional letters and rate sheets
4 Y Published Rates
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Box : Folder

4 .38 Other Companies

SERIES 2: GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, 1938-1970
Air Force

4 :39 AF Manual 51-37, 1951

4 40 AF Manual 51-38, 1951

4 41 AF Manual 51-43, 1952

4 » 42 AF Manual 51-45, 1953

5 :43 AF Manual 51-38, 1954

5 44 AF Manual 101-4, 1954

5 45 AF Manual 51-37, 1960

5 46 Flight Manual, 1961
A|r Force ROTC

5 47 ADC Manual 50-200-2, 1948

6 . 48 Con AC Manual 50-2, 1949

6 49 Air Science, Vol. 11, 1953

6 : 50 Air Science, Vol. V, 1953

6 : 51 Air Science, Vol. 111, 1955
A|r Force Air Training Command

6 52 AFTRC No. 53-0-2, 1946 (1 of 2)

6 :53 AFTRC No. 53-0-2, 1946 (2 of 2)

6 54 AFTRC Manual 51-345-1, 1951

6 :55 ATRC Manual 51-900-5, 1952

7 .56 ATRC Manual 52-3, 1953
A|r Force Civil Air Patrol

7 57 Workbooks and Instructor Guides, date unknown
Arizona Department of Transportation

7 : 58 Newsletter — ADOT, Aeronautics Division Aviation
Army

7 59 Army Air Forces, 1943

7 .60 TM 1-260, 1965

7 61 U.S. Army Helicopter School Training Manual OH 23-D, 1965

7 62 U.S. Army Helicopter School Training Manual TH-55A, 1965
Department of Commerce

7 . 63 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1938

7 .64 Civil Aeronautics Admm., 1940 (1 of 3)

8 .65 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1940 (2 of 3)

8 .66 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1940 (3 of 3)

8 . 67 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1941 (1 of 2)

8 :68 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1941 (2 of 2)

8 69 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1942; 1943; 1946

8 70 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1949 (1 of 2)

9 2 71 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1949 (2 of 2)

9 D72 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1950

9 : 73 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1952
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Box : Folder

9 . 74 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1954

9 . 75 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1955-1956

9 . 76 Civil Aeronautics Admin., Manual 18, 1956

9 D77 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1957

9 . 78 Civil Aeronautics Admin., Air Traffic Control Manual |1, 1958

10 : 79 Civil Aeronautics Admin., Airline Transport Helicopter Pilot, 1958

10 : 80 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1958 (1 of 2)

10 :81 Civil Aeronautics Admin., 1958 (2 of 2)

10 : 82 Environmental Sciences Services Admin., winter storms. 1967
Federal Aviation Agency

10 : 83 1956, 1964

10 : 84 Flight Test Guide, 1963

10 : 85 Exam Guide, 1965

10 : 86 Exam-O-Grams, 1960s

10 : 87 Glider Pilot, 1967

10 : 88 Rotorcraft Helicopter Test Guides, 1967-1968

10 : 89 1969

11 : 90 1969-1970

11 : 91 Information Bulletins, Various
11 : 92 Other, Unknown date
Navy

11 : 93 Bureau of Naval Personnel, 1944

11 : 94 Naval Air Basic Training Command Flight Training, 1955

11 : 95 Disaster Recovery Training Program, 1965, 1966

11 : 96 Bureau of Naval Personnel, NAVPERS 10824, unknown date
War Department

11 : 97 Technical Manual, 1941

12 98 Technical Manual, 1942

12 : 99 Technical Manual, 1943

SERIES 3: PRIVATE PUBLICATIONS, 1937-1978
Acme School of Aeronautics

12 : 100 Powerplant Mechanics, Airframe Mechanic, 1973

12 : 101 Instrument Pilot Gen. Mechanic, 1975

12 : 102  Airframe Mechanics Commercial Pilot, 1975
Aero Publishers, Inc.

12 : 103 Civil Air Regulations, 1956

12 : 104 Civil Air Regulations for Mechanics, 1958
Alrcraft Companies

12 : 105 Aztec “E”, General Specifications, 1970

13 : 106  Bell helicopter Co., 1963

13 : 107 Bendix Aviation Aircraft Magneto, 1954

13 : 108 Cessna, 1965

13 : 109 Cessna 310B, unknown date

13 : 110 Fairchild Hiller Helicopter, 1967
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Box : Folder
13 : 111  Hartzell Propeller, Inc. Handbook, 1955
13 : 112  Lear ADF Stations, unknown date
13 : 113 Lycoming Model O-320, 1956
13 : 114  McColloch Aircraft Corp, J-2 Gyroplane, 1970
13 : 115 Piper Aircraft Corp. Model PA-22, 1957
13 : 116  Pratt and Whitney, 1951
C|V|I Pilot Training
13 : 117  Study Guide Powerplants, 1942
13 : 118  Study Guide, Civil Air Regulations, 1942
13 : 119  Study Guide, Mathematics for Pilots, 1942
13 : 120  Study Guide for Commercial Review, 1942
Flight Safety Foundation
14 . 121  Posters and FSF Bulletins, 1966
14 . 122  Helicopter Safety Bulletins, 1967-1969
Fowler
14 : 123  Study Kit Airline Transport Pilot Rating, 1956 (1 of 2)
14 : 124  Study Kit Airline Transport Pilot Rating, 1956 (2 of 2)
14 : 125 Operation Study Manual for Douglas DC-3, 1957
14 : 126  Study Kit Airline Transport Pilot Rating, 1959 (1 of 2)
14 : 127  Study Kit Airline Transport Pilot Rating, 1959 (2 of 2)
14 : 128 Flight Dispatcher Rating, 1959 (1 of 2)
14 . 129  Flight Dispatcher Rating, 1959 (2 of 2)
15 : 130 Study Kit, Private Pilot Rating, 1960
15 : 131  Study Manual Navigation, 1961
15 : 132  Study Manual Meteorology and Weather Recognition, 1961
15 : 133  Study Manual Radio Aids to Navigation, 1961
15 : 134  Study Kit Pilot Proficiency, 1961
15 : 135  Study Kit (1) Instrument Rating, 1962 (1 of 2)
15 : 136  Study Kit (1) Instrument Rating, 1962 (2 of 2)
15 : 137  Study Kit (2) Instrument Rating, 1962 (1 of 3)
16 : 138  Study Kit (2) Instrument Rating, 1962 (2 of 3)
16 : 139  Study Kit (2) Instrument Rating, 1962 (3 of 3)
16 : 140  Study Kit, Instrument Rating, 1963 (1 of 3)
16 : 141  Study Kit, Instrument Rating, 1963 (2 of 3)
16 : 142  Study Kit, Instrument Rating, 1963 (3 of 3)
16 : 143  Study Kit, Private Pilot Training, 1965 (1 of 3)
16 : 144  Study Kit, Private Pilot Training, 1965 (2 of 3)
17 : 145  Study Kit, Private Pilot Training, 1965 (3 of 3)
17 : 146  Other Reference Booklets, unknown date
Jeppesen
17 : 147  Other Publications, 1958, 1963
17 : 148 Instructor — Instrument Rating Course, 1963 (1 of 3)
17 . 149 |Instructor — Instrument Rating Course, 1963 (2 of 3)
17 : 150 Instructor — Instrument Rating Course, 1963 (3 of 3)
17 . 151  Student - Instrument Rating Course, 1963 (1 of 2)
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Box : Folder
17 : 152  Student - Instrument Rating Course, 1963 (2 of 2)
17 . 153 Instructors Bulletins, unknown date (vol. 2, no. 4 and vol. 3 no. 1) Pan
American
17 . 154  Aeronautical Training, 1951
18 : 155 Radio and Instrument Flying, 1955, 1957
Ross
18 : 156  Training booklets, 1951
18 : 157  Training booklets, 1956
18 : 158  Training booklets, 1957, 1959, and unknown date
Vertical Lift Aircraft Council
18 : 159 Directory — Heliports and Helicopter Operators, 1965
18 : 160 Directory — Heliports and Helicopter Operators, 1966, 1967
18 : 161 Directory — Heliports, 1967, 1968
Other
19 : 162 AOPA, Airport Directory, 1966
19 : 163  Aircraft Specialty Lines, Broadcast Stations, Mexico, unknown date
19 . 164  Air West Puerto Vallarta
19 : 165 Alfa Romeo, Newsletter, Feb. 1978
19 : 166  Arizona Highways, Nov. 1977
19 : 167 Associated Aviation Underwriters, Safety Bulletins
19 : 168 Auviation in Arizona, December 1974
19 : 169 Aviation Press, Aviation Service and Maintenance, 1937
19 : 170 Batori Computer Co., Navigational Computer Instructions, 1955
19 : 171  Hamilton Standard Handbook, 1948
19 : 172 Hangar Flying, Instrument Flight Rules, 1968
19 : 173  Jardur Flight Calculator Instructions
19 : 174 Kane Aero E-6B Computer, 1953
19 : 175 Monty Navarre Sky Guide, 1959
19 : 176 Mountain States Telephone Directory, Globe/Miami, 1967
19 : 177  Newsweek, Aug. 13, 1973
19 : 178  Sirosky Pocket Guide, 1958
19 : 179  Steele, 1942
Books
20 : 180 Jordanoff’s Illustrated Aviation Dictionary, 1942
20 : 181 Michelon- Composite Aircraft Manufacture and Inspection, 1944
20 : 182  Aircraft Power Plants, Northrop Aeronautical Institute, 1955
21 : 183  Zweng and Dohm, Flying the Omnirange, 3" ed., 1955
21 : 184  Zweng and Dohm, Flying the Omnirange, 4" ed., 1957
21 : 185 AOPA’s Places to Fly, 1965
21 : 186 Van Deventer, An Introduction to General Aeronautics, 1970

SERIES 4: UNPUBLISHED RESOURCES, 1964-1969
Flight Instruction

21 : 187 Helicopter Instructional Technique, 1964

21 . 188  Helicopter Flight School Manual, 1967
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Box : Folder

21 : 189  Helicopter Instructor Rating Course, 1969
21 : 190 Course Outlines, Helicopter

22 191 U.S. Army Primary Helicopter School, 1965
22 : 192  Airplane Instructional Technique

22 : 193  Airplane Flight Evaluation Exams

22 : 194 Instrument Instructor Rating Course, 1968
22 : 195 Local Courses

22 : 196 Maintenance of Magnetos

SERIES 5: SECTIONAL AERONATUICAL CHARTS, 1947-1974
22 : 197 Arizona

22 : 198 United States, A-E

22 : 199 United States, G-L

23 : 200 United States, M-R

23 : 201 United States, S-Z

23 : 202 Canada

23 : 203  Mexico and Caribbean

SERIES 6: SCRAPBOOKS, 1957-1978
23 : 204 Memorabilia removed from Scrapbook 1

24 Scrapbook 2, 1957-1963

25 Scrapbook 3, 1963-1966

26 Scrapbook 4, 1966-1968

27 Scrapbook 5, 1968-1975

28 Scrapbook 6, 1975-1978

29 Scrapbook 7, 1962-1965, General
30 Scrapbook 8, 1966-1968, General
31 Scrapbook 9, General

32 Scrapbook 10, General

SERIES 7: PHOTOGRAPHS, 1957-1978
33 : 205 1981.143.11-1981.143.20

33 : 206 1981.143.21-1981.143.28

33 : 207 1981.143.31-1981.143.38

33 : 208 1981.143.39-1981.143.48

33 209 1981.143.49A-1981.143.55
33 210 1981.143.56-1981.143.61

33 211 1981.143.62-1981.143.67 Dup.
33 @212 1981.143.248-1981.143.254 Dup.
33 : 213 1981.143.256-1981.143.262
33 @214 1981.143.263-1981.143.271
33 : 215 1981.143.272-1981.143.279
33 @216 1981.143.280-1981.143.289
33 : 217 1981.143.290-1981.143.297
33 @218 1981.143.298-1981.143.305
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Box : Folder

34 219 1981.143.306-1981.143.316
34 220 1981.143.317-1981.143.326
34 221 1981.143.327-1981.143.336
34 222 1981.143.337-1981.143.346
34 223 1981.143.347-1981.143.356
34 224 1981.143.517-1981.143.526
34 225 1981.143.527-1981.143.533
34 . 226 1981.143.534-1981.143.540
34 227 1981.143.541-1981.143.550
34 : 228 1981.143.551-1981.143.559
34 229 1981.143.560-1981.143.575
34 : 230 1981.143.576-1981.143.585
34 231 1981.143.586-1981.143.595
34 : 232 1981.143.596-1981.143.605
34 : 233 1981.143.606-1981.143.615
35 : 234 1981.143.616-1981.143.625
35 : 235 1981.143.626-1981.143.635
35 236 1981.143.636-1981.143.645
35 237 1981.143.646-1981.143.655
35 238 1981.143.656-1981.143.665
35 : 239 1981.143.666-1981.143.675
35 : 240 1981.143.676-1981.143.685
35 : 241 1981.143.686-1981.143.695
35 242 1981.143.696-1981.143.705

SERIES 8: NEGATIVES, 1957-1978
35 : 197 Arizona

36

37

38

SERIES 9: SLIDES, 1957-1978
39 197 Arizona

SERIES 10: MEDIA, 1957-1978
39 : 197 Arizona

SERIES 11: REALIA, no date
40 : 197 Arizona
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