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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: William A. Small, a native of Chicago, Illinois, was born to
William Alexander Small and Margaret Priscilla Deacon Small (1867?-1950) on February 23,
1894. He attended public school in Chicago and began his journalism career with the Chicago
Herald-Examiner in 1915. Following service in the United States Army during World War I,
Small worked for the Madison State Journal and the New York World.

In 1927, Small and two associates founded Small, Spencer and Brewer, a national
newspaper advertising firm in Chicago. In partnership with William H. Johnson, Small
purchased the Tucson Daily Citizen in 1936 from the estate of Postmaster General Frank H.
Hitchcock. He sold his interest in Small, Spencer and Brewer and moved his family to Tucson in
September 1939 to oversee the business aspects of running the Citizen.

When William Johnson retired in 1950, Small became sole editor and publisher for the
next fifteen years. He believed strongly that a newspaper should represent and serve its
community. Small’s community-oriented editorial policy, coupled with his personal commitment
to Tucson’s progress, earned the Citizen nine of the first twelve annual community-service
awards given by the Arizona Newspaper Association.

In addition to his editorial duties with the Citizen, Small was involved with many
business and community organizations. he served as president and treasurer of the Citizen
Publishing Company; president of Tucson Newspapers, Inc. (1940-1966); president of Arden
Publishing Company; director of Scott-Foresman and Company (1942-1960); director of the
Arizona Bank; director of the Tucson Y.M.C.A.; member of the Board of Directors of the
Tucson Airport Authority and the Hospital Planning Council of Greater Tucson; and member of
several clubs and organizations. Small retired from the Citizen on April 22, 1966 and sold his
interests in the Citizen to his son, William A. Small, Jr. He divided his retirement years between
residences in Tucson and La Jolla, California.

William Small was married to Elizabeth Foresman on September 12, 1923. They had one
son, William Arden Small, Jr., and two daughters, Elizabeth Foresman Small Shafer and
Margaret Priscilla Small Hart. Small died in La Jolla, California on September 5, 1975 at the age
of 81.
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William Houston Johnson was born in Cadiz, Ohio on September 15, 1883, the son of Henry
Clay Johnson and Rachael Jackson Johnson. He graduated from Urbana High School in Ohio
and began his newspaper career as a $5/week press boy in 1898. From 1898 to 1906, he worked
for his foster uncle’s newspaper, the Flushing Evening Journal of New York, holding general-
assignment and police-reporter jobs.

In 1906, Johnson became general manager of Perkins Press in Tacoma, Washington,
which published six newspapers. In 1908, he returned to New York to join William Randolph
Hearst Enterprises, where he was business manager of the American Sunday Weekly. From 1918
to 1926, he was an executive with the New York Herald-Tribune syndicate after which he
founded Johnson’s Feature Service. In 1928, he sold his interest in the feature service and pushed
the Flushing Evening Journal, selling it in 1929.

In February 1936, Johnson bought the Tucson Daily Citizen with William Arden Small.
Johnson co-published and edited the Citizen news for fourteen years. He retired as an editor in
1950, but he continued to write feature articles for the Citizen until 1957. In 1958, he sold his
interest in the Citizen to William Small, ending a 22-year association with the newspaper.

During his career, Johnson was a member of the American Society of Newspaper Editors
and the Associated Press, where he was on the nominating committee in 1947-1948. Despite his
small physical stature and the loss of sight in one eye in a 1938 auto accident, Johnson was
known as a man who held firm to his convictions in politics and journalism, to the extent that he
changed party affiliations from Republican to Democrat in 1943 when he disagreed with the
national Republican Party policies.

Twice married, Johnson wed Lucille Sabin on March 6, 1903 and had two children,
William Houston Johnson, Jr. and Lucille Johnson Dyer. They were divorced. He married Pia
Chamberlain on February 6, 1928.

Following several years of failing health, William Johnson died in Tucson on March 31,
1964.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE: This collection related primarily to William Small’s and
William Johnson’s activities as publisher of the Tucson Daily Citizen, and to their involvement
in local, state and national affairs. The collection contains documentation of newspaper
publishing in Tucson, especially during World War 11, and the Tucson Daily Citizen’s
contributions to the growth and development of Tucson and Southern Arizona.

The collection is arranged in two subgroups of material relating to William A. Small and
William H. Johnson, respectively.

Subgroup I: William Small

Series I: Correspondence, 1926-1973 consists of personal and business correspondence relating
to Small’s publishing career, his civic activities, and the development of Tucson after World War
I1. The bulk of the correspondence dates from the 1940’s through the 1960’s. The material is
arranged alphabetically by personal or corporate names of correspondents. Correspondents
include several Arizona political figures including Barry Goldwater, Carl Hayden, John Rhodes,
Howard Pyle, Paul Fannin, and Morris Udall. Prominent journalists such as columnists
Westbrook Pegler and Drew Pearson are also represented. Much of the correspondence and
related materials document the growth and development of Tucson’s businesses and
organizations. The correspondence relates to newspaper publications; specific Citizen articles

William Small collection — 2 of 11 pgs
Arizona Historical Society — Tucson, 520-617-1157



about community issues; and invitations to many civic and business functions. A significant
portion of the business correspondence documents Small’s activity as a member of the Board of
the Scott-Foresman Company in Chicago, 1942-1960.

Series I1: Minutes and Proceedings, 1947-1968 consists of stockholders’ and director’s’

notices and records of organization meetings. The bulk of the material in this series relates to the
Tucson Airport Authority, 1947-1958, when Small was a director of that body. Also included are
materials from Tucson Newspapers Inc., 1965; Phoenix Television Inc., 1949-1950; and Hospital
Planning Council, 1964-1965, as well as other business enterprises in which Small was involved.

Series I11: Financial Records, 1932-1972 consists of financial and investment statements, fiscal
reports, personal income tax records, and expense accounts. The bulk of the series pertains to the
Tucson Airport Authority. Also included are items from the Hospital Planning Council; Small,
Spencer and Brewer, Inc.; and various financial records from organizations and businesses in
which Small held interests. There is also a 1941 appraisal report of Tucson Newspapers, Inc.

Series 1V: Legal Documents, 1932-1964 contains Small’s real estate mortgages, guarantees and
agreements; bylaws and contracts for the Tucson Airport Authority, Tucson Newspapers Inc.,
Hospital Planning Council, Phoenix Television Inc., and the Tucson County Club; a resolution
concerning the Tucson Housing Authority; and court records of Small’s petition against the Pima
County Board of Supervisors over property valuation and the sale of securities from the estate of
William Coates Foresman.

Series V: Hospital Planning Council Proposals, 1964 consists of two proposals for consulting
assistance prepared by A.T. Kearney and Co. for the Hospital Planning Council of greater
Tucson, Inc.

Series VI: Receipts, 1929-1972 includes personal receipts; Tucson Newspapers Inc. medical
insurance claims; and a small number of receipts for equipment, supplies and mailing charged to
the Tucson Daily Citizen.

Series VII: Certificates and Awards, 1944-1969 includes recognition certificates from the
United States Army, the United States Navy, and the United States Treasury Department;
certificate of appreciation from Arizona governor Paul Fannin for Small’s participation on the
State Council for Support of Water Development (1964); Sigma Delta Chi membership
certificate; and the University of Arizona’s Medallion of Merit award for distinguished
community service (1960).

Series VI1II: Printed Material, 1929-1965 contains lists of newspaper advertising rates from the
1930’s; membership lists for business, civic, and newspaper organizations to which Small
belonged, including the Tucson Airport Authority and the United Fund; press releases from
Barry Goldwater, John F. Kennedy, and Stewart Udall; and several business and community
reports and announcements pertaining to Arizona education, Arizona income taxation, civil
aviation, and high-energy livestock feed.

Subgroup I1: William Houston Johnson
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Series I: Correspondence, 1938-1956 consists of Johnson’s business and personal

correspondence with related printed materials and business receipts. Most of the correspondence
documents the business aspects of newspaper publishing; state, local and national politics; state
and local civic functions; Tucson’s growth; and newsprint shortages during World War 1.
Arrangement is general alphabetical. Prominent individuals represented in the correspondence
include World War 1l hero Ira Hayes, columnist Drew Pearson, and Arizona senators Carl
Hayden and Ernest McFarland.

CONTAINER LIST:

Box | Folder | Description Dates
Subgroup I: William A. Small
Series I: Correspondence 1926-1973
1 1 General correspondence, A 1926
2 General correspondence, A 1943-1948
3 General correspondence, A 1951-1959
4 General correspondence, A 1960-1969
5 General correspondence, A 1970-1972
6 American Atomics Corporation (with Stockholder’s Report) 1965
7 American Newspapers Publishers Association 1945-1972
8 Anti-Trust Suit, Arizona Star sale 1964-1966
9 Arizona Bancorporation 1963-1965
10 Arizona Bank 1960-1972
11 The Associated Press 1947-1965
12 The Associated Press (special) re: Bank of Tucson’s telegram 1963-1964
13 Business correspondence (general), B 1926-1929
14 Business correspondence (general), B 1931. 1938-
1939
15 Business correspondence (general), B 1943-1949
16 Business correspondence (general), B 1950-1959
2 17 Business correspondence (general), B 1960-1967
18 Business correspondence (general), B 1970-1972
19 Bank of Douglas 1950-1959
20 Bellow, John A., Jr., - insurance 1954-1960
21 Brewer, John 1943-1952
22 Business correspondence (general), C 1929
23 Business correspondence (general), C 1938-1939
24 Business correspondence (general), C 1943-1947
25 Business correspondence (general), C 1950-1959
26 Business correspondence (general), C 1960-1969
27 Business correspondence (general), C 1970-1973
28 Citizen Publishing Company, Employees’ Profit-Sharing Fund | 1953-1957
(Internal Revenue File)
29 City Directory Service 1951-1952
30 Business correspondence (general), D 1929
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31 Business correspondence (general), D 1938

32 Business correspondence (general), D 1943-1947
33 Business correspondence (general), D 1950-1959
34 Business correspondence (general), D 1960-1969
35 Business correspondence (general), D 1970-1974
36 Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 1954-1959
37 Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 1960-1965
38 Disarmament Page 1963

39 Business correspondence (general), E 1926-1929
40 Business correspondence (general), E 1943-1947
41 Business correspondence (general), E 1950-1959
42 Business correspondence (general), E 1960-1968
43 Business correspondence (general), E 1873

44 Erly-Fat Livestock Feed Co. 1962-1969
45 Business correspondence (general), F 1926

46 Business correspondence (general), F 1938-1939
47 Business correspondence (general), F 1944-1947
48 Business correspondence (general), F 1950-1959
49 Business correspondence (general), F 1960-1969
50 Business correspondence (general), F 1970-1972
51 Flowing Wells Realty 1956-1966
52 Franchise Tax Board (Calif.) 1954-1955
53 Business correspondence (general), G 1926

54 Business correspondence (general), G 1943-1947
55 Business correspondence (general), G 1950-1959
56 Business correspondence (general), G 1960-1969
57 Business correspondence (general), G 1970-1972
58 Goldwater, Barry H. (Senator) 1951-1958
59 Goldwater, Barry H. (Senator) 1960-1968
60 Goldwater, Barry H. (Senator) - special file 1964

61 Goss Printing Press Co. 1951-1953
62 Business correspondence (general), H 1929

63 Business correspondence (general), H 1939

64 Business correspondence (general), H 1943-1949
65 Business correspondence (general), H 1950-1959
66 Business correspondence (general), H 1960-1969
67 Business correspondence (general), H 1970-1971
68 Hart, David (Mrs.) 1953-1965
69 Hayden, Carl 1957-1964
70 Hoyt, Palmer E. - luncheon 1954

71 Hospital Planning Council 1964-1965
72 Hughes Aircraft Co. 1951-1963
73 Business correspondence (general), | 1929

74 Business correspondence (general), | 1942

75 Business correspondence (general), | 1951-1959
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76 Business correspondence (general), | 1960-1968
77 Industrial Committee 1959
78 Internal Revenue Service 1944-1957
79 Business correspondence (general), J 1931
80 Business correspondence (general), J 1944-1947
81 Business correspondence (general), J 1950-1959
82 Business correspondence (general), J 1960-1969
83 Business correspondence (general), J 1970, 1973
84a Johnson, William H. 1938-1939
84b Johnson, William H. 1943-1968
85 Business correspondence (general), K 1926, 1929
86 Business correspondence (general), K 1938
87 Business correspondence (general), K 1944-1947
88 Business correspondence (general), K 1950-1959
89 Business correspondence (general), K 1961-1967
89%a KCNA Radio Station - Tucson 1950-1952
89b KPHO Phoenix Broadcasting and Television 1950-1952
90 Business correspondence (general), L 1943-1947
91 Business correspondence (general), L 1951-1954,
1958
92 Business correspondence (general), L 1960-1969
93 Business correspondence (general), L 1970-1971
94 La Valencia Hotel 1947-1953
95 Business correspondence (general), M 1926. 1929
96 Business correspondence (general), M 1939
97 Business correspondence (general), M 1943-1947
98 Business correspondence (general), M 1950-1959
99 Business correspondence (general), M 1960-1969
100 Business correspondence (general), M 1970-1979
101 Business Memos 1943-1950
102 Business correspondence (general), Mc 1943-1947
103 Business correspondence (general), Mc 1951-1959
104 Business correspondence (general), Mc 1962-1969
105 Business correspondence (general), Mc 1971-1973
106 McGowan, Pat 1950-1951
107 Business correspondence (general), N 1929
108 Business correspondence (general), N 1943-1947
109 Business correspondence (general), N 1950-1959
110 Business correspondence (general), N 1960-1969
111 Business correspondence (general), N 1970
112 Business correspondence (general), O 1938-1939
113 Business correspondence (general), O 1943-1944
114 Business correspondence (general), O 1950-1958
115 Business correspondence (general), O 1960-1965
116 Business correspondence (general), P 1926, 1929
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117 Business correspondence (general), P 1930-1931
118 Business correspondence (general), P 1943-1949
119 Business correspondence (general), P 1950-1959
120 Business correspondence (general), P 1960-1969
121 Business correspondence (general), P 1970

122 Parade Magazine 1953-1965
123 Payne, G. Logan 1921-1925
124 Pereira and Associates 1952-1962
125 Personal - houses 1932-1933
126 Political files 1962

127 Politics, assignment & correspondence 1972

128 Business correspondence (general), Q 1964

129 Business correspondence (general), R 1929

130 Business correspondence (general), R 1938

131 Business correspondence (general), R 1943-1949
132 Business correspondence (general), R 1950-1959
133 Business correspondence (general), R 1960-1969
134 Business correspondence (general), R 1970-1971
135 Republican Party 1951-1964
136 Rhoades, John (cong.) 1954-1964
137 Retirement letters (Small’s) 1966

138 Business correspondence (general), S 1939

139 Business correspondence (general), S 1943-1947
140a Business correspondence (general), S 1950-1952
140b | Business correspondence (general), S 1953-1959
141a Business correspondence (general), S 1960-1963
141b | Business correspondence (general), S 1964-1969
142 Business correspondence (general), S 1972

143 Schantz, Adam 1960-1964
144a Scott, Foresman & Co. 1943-1946
144b Scott, Foresman & Co. 1947-1949
145a Scott, Foresman & Co. 1950-1951
145b | Scott, Foresman & Co. 1952

146a Scott, Foresman & Co. 1953-1954
146b | Scott, Foresman & Co. 1955-1959
147 Scott, Foresman & Co. 1960-1969
148 Scott, Foresman & Co. 1970-1972
149 Shrine of the Ges 1954-1956
150 Small, Brewer & Kent 1941

151 Small, Brewer & Kent 1944-1954
152 Small, William - staff correspondence 1953-1963
153 Small family - correspondence 1944-1969
154a Steinhoff, Carroll F. 1943-1944
154b | Steinhoff, Carroll F. 1945-1952
155 Business correspondence (general), T 1929
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156 Business correspondence (general), T 1944-1947
157 Business correspondence (general), T 1950-1959
158 Business correspondence (general), T 1960-1969
159 Business correspondence (general), T 1971-1973
160 Times-Picayune Case 1953
161 Tucson Airport Authority 1948-1969
162 Business correspondence (general), U 1943-1947
163 Business correspondence (general), U 1950-1959
164 Business correspondence (general), U 1960-1969
165 Business correspondence (general), U 1972
166 Udall, Morris (cong.) 1952-1965
167 Udall, Stewart (cong.) 1955-1960
168 United Press Association 1946-1965
169 University of Arizona Foundations 1947-1965
170 Business correspondence (general), V 1931
171 Business correspondence (general), V 1946-1947
172 Business correspondence (general), V 1952-1959
173 Business correspondence (general), V 1960-1969
174 Business correspondence (general), W 1926
175 Business correspondence (general), W 1939
176 Business correspondence (general), W 1943-1947
177 Business correspondence (general), W 1950-1959
178 Business correspondence (general), W 1960-1967
179 Business correspondence (general), W 1970-1973
180 White Sands of La Jolla 1962-1968
181 Woods, Sam H. 1964
182 Business correspondence (general), XYZ 1944-1946
183 Business correspondence (general), XYZ 1956-1958
184 Business correspondence (general), XYZ 1962-1966
185 Business correspondence (general), XYZ 1970-1972
186 YMCA - Tucson 1950-1965
Series I1: Minutes and Proceedings 1947-1968
187 County Club Estates 1953-1960
188 Hamilton Aircraft Co. 1968
189 Hospital Planning Council 1964-1965
190 Phoenix Television, Inc. 1949-1965
191 Tucson Airport Authority 1947-1958
192 Tucson Newspaper, Inc. 1965
193 Tucson YMCA 1950-1951
194 Miscellaneous 1953-1971
Series I11: Financial Records 1932-1972
195 Bank of Douglas 1951-1953
196 Country Club Estates 1950-1960
197 Erly-Fat Livestock Feed Co. 1962-1967
198 Flowing Wells Realty 1956-1961
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199 Hamilton Aircraft Co. 1967
200 Joint Industrial Development Fund 1958-1959
201 KPHO TV Station 1950
202 Smalls, Spencer, Brewer, Inc. 1932-1935
203 Small and Place 1961-1962
204 Small Expense Account 1948-1954
205 Small Income Tax 19057,
1971-1972
206 Small Personal 1954, 1963
207a | Tucson Airport Authority 1948-1951
207b | Tucson Airport Authority 1952-1956
11 | 208 Tucson Country Club 1950-1953
209 Tucson Newspaper, Inc. - appraisal 1941
210 Tucson Newspaper, Inc. - appraisal 1941
211 Miscellaneous 1950-1971
Series 1V: Legal Documents 1932-1964
212 Mortgages 1932, 1951,
1957, 1964
213 Tucson Airport Authority 1948-1952
214 Tucson Newspaper, Inc. 1936
215 Miscellaneous 1932, 1954
Series V: Hospital Planning Council Proposals 1964
216 Hospital Planning Council Proposals 1964
Series VI: Receipts 1929-1972
217 Small - personal 1929-1965
218 Small - insurance 1962-1965
219 Tucson Daily Citizen 1950-1972
Series VII: Certificates and Awards 1944-1969
220 Certificates and Awards 1944, 1956,
1960-1966,
undated
Series VIII: Printed Material 1929-1965
221 Advertising Rates 1929-1939
222 Citizens’ Study Committee 1953-1955
223 Membership Lists 1950-1962
224 Press Releases 1955-1962
225 Miscellaneous Printed Materials 1946-1965
Subgroup I1: William Johnson
Series I: Correspondence 1938-1965
12 | 226 Business correspondence (general) - A-Al 1943-1950
227 Business correspondence (general) - Am-An 1941-1950
228 Business correspondence (general) - Ar-Ay 1941-1950
229 Captain E.P. Abernathy Party May-June
1947
230 Adams, George H. 1943-1947
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231 American Airlines 1943-1947
232 American Institute of Public Opinion 1941-1946
233 American Legion 1943-1947
234 American Newspaper Publishers Association 1943-1945
235 American Society of Newspaper Editors 1944-1946
236 Anderson, T.W.B. “Andy” (Arizona News) 1943-1947
237 Angius, Dan 1943
238 Arizona Corporation Commission 1942
239 Arizona Corporation Commission 1943
240 Arizona Corporation Commission 1944-1946
241 Arizona Newspapers Association 1943-1947
242 Arizona, State of - Department and Commissions 1943-1947
243 Arizona Tax Research Association 1945-1947
244 Arizona War Finance Committee 1943-1946
245 Business correspondence (general) - Ba-Be 1941-1950
246 Business correspondence (general) - Bi-Bo 1941-1949
247 Business correspondence (general) - Br-By 1943-1950
248 Brooks, Bob - Wires on State Coverage 1946-1947
13 | 249 Business correspondence (general) - Ca-Ce 1943-1950
250 Business correspondence (general) - Ch 1943-1949
251 Business correspondence (general) - Ci-Co 1941-1950
252 Business correspondence (general) - Cr-Cu 1941-1950
253 Business correspondence (general) - Da 1943-1949
254 Business correspondence (general) - De-Do 1943-1949
255 Business correspondence (general) - Dr-Dy 1943-1949
256 Business correspondence (general) - E 1941-1949
257 Editor and Publisher 1942-1947
258 Letters to Citizen employees 1946-1947
259 Business correspondence (general) - Fa-Fe 1943-1950
260 Business correspondence (general) - Fi-Fu 1943-1950
261 Business correspondence (general) - Ga-Gl 1943-1948
262 Business correspondence (general) - Go-Gu 1943-1949
263 Business correspondence (general) - H-Ha 1941-1950
14 | 264 Business correspondence (general) - He-Hi 1941-1950
265 Business correspondence (general) - Ho-Hu 1941-1950
266 Hayden, Carl 1939-1946
267 Hayes, Ira 1945
268 Holzhauser, William Edward 1943-1946
269 Business correspondence (general) - | 1941-1947
270 Business correspondence (general) - J 1941-1946
271 Johnson Editorials ca. 1938-
1943
272 Business correspondence (general) - Ka-Ki 1941-1950
273 Business correspondence (general) - KI-Ku 1941-1950
274 King Features Syndicate, Inc. 1941-1943
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275 Business correspondence (general) - La-Le 1941-1949
276 Business correspondence (general) - Li-Ly 1941-1949
15 | 277 David Laurence Dispatch/United States News 1942-1946
278 Business correspondence (general) - Ma 1941-1950
279 Business correspondence (general) - McA-McC 1941-1949
280 Business correspondence (general) - McD-McQ 1941-1950
281 Business correspondence (general) - Me-Mi 1941-1950
282 Business correspondence (general) - Mo-My 1937-1950
283 Dr. Frank McCoy Health Articles 1928-1931
284 McFarland, Ernest W. 1941-1950
285 Mergenthaler Linotype Company 1941-1946
286 Business correspondence (general) - N 1941-1950
16 | 287 Business correspondence (general) - O 1942-1950
288 Business correspondence (general) - Pa-Pe 1941-1950
289 Business correspondence (general) - Ph-PI 1941-1947
290 Business correspondence (general) - Po-Py 1941-1949
291 Pearson, Drew 1941-1945
292 Pegler, Westbrook 1941-1949
293 Pima County - social agencies 1941-1947
294 Business correspondence (general) - Q 1942, 1944
295 Business correspondence (general) - R 1941-1950
296 Business correspondence (general) - Sa-SlI 1939-1950
297 Business correspondence (general) - Sm-Sp 1943-1949
298 Business correspondence (general) - St-Su 1943-1950
17 | 299 Sammons, Wheeler (Who’s Who In America) 1943-1950
300 Sessions, Gilpin S. (re: Alaska) 1943-1946
301 Small, William A. 1940, 1944
302 Squire, Henry J. (ex-Citizen employee) 1943-1946
303 Business correspondence (general) - T 1941-1949
304 Business correspondence (general) - U 1941-1947
305 United Feature Syndicate 1941-1943
306 United Press Association 1941-1943
307 United States Government Organizations 1941-1947
308 Business correspondence (general) - V 1943-1950
309 Business correspondence (general) - W 1942-1950
310 Business correspondence (general) - XYZ 1943-1947
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