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DESCRIPTION 
The bulk of this collection consists of manuscript and newspaper material dealing primarily 
with drug dealing in Arizona and northern Sonora following World War II. The collection 
was gathered as research material for Arturo Strong's book, Corrido de Cocaine: Inside Stories of 
Hard Drugs, Big Money and Short Lives, and includes many edited or related chapters of 
Strong's book. Unfortunately, in most cases, these chapter revisions are not numbered, dated 
or identified in any way as to the order of preparation. This makes it difficult to determine 
the sequence of theses chapter revisions. The collection also includes a number of short 
children's stories written by Arturo Strong. Interspersed throughout the manuscript section 
of the collection are a number of interviews conducted by Arturo Strong.  Also included is a 
small amount of personal information related to Arturo Strong, photographs, audio cassette 
tapes of interviews and video tapes of Geraldo and Phil Donahue television programs. 
 
15 boxes, 7.25 linear ft. 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
A fourth-generation Tucsonan, Harry Arthur Strong was born in 1930. He joined the Pima 
County Sheriff's Department in 1951 and soon became one of two local undercover 
narcotics agents. Having been raised in a Tucson barrio, Strong had the respect and 
friendship of many local drug dealers, who provided information for Corrido de Cocaine. After 
retiring from the Sheriff's Department in 1964, Strong briefly moved to California, but 
returned to Tucson where he died on Feb. 11, 1998. 
 
ACQUISITION 
This collection was donated to the Arizona Historical Society by Charles Bowden in 2007. 
 
ACCESS 
There are no restrictions on access to this collection. 
 
COPYRIGHT 
Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be addressed to the 
Arizona Historical Society/Tucson, Library and Archives Department. 
 
PROCESSING 
This collection was processed by Charles H. Herner under the supervision of Library and 
Archives director Kate Reeve in 2011. 
 
RELATED MATERIALS 
Strong’s book Corrido de Cocaine: Inside Stories of Hard Drugs, Big Money and Short Lives can be 
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found in the Tucson Stacks under call number 363.4 S23. 
 

ARRANGEMENT 
This collection is organized into five series: Series I: Manuscript Material; Series II: 
Newspaper Clippings; Series III: Interviews and Correspondence; Series IV: Photographs; 
and Series V: Audio/Visual Materials. 
 
 

Box and Folder Listing 
Series I - Manuscripts 
Box 1 
f.1 A Man Called Lobo 
f.2  A Man Called Lobo (Miguel Villalobos) 
f.3  About Arthur Carrillo Strong 
f.4  About Organized Crime 
f.5  Accident Investigation 
f.6  Arrellano Brothers 
f.7  Arizona Items 
f.8  Arthur Marstellar: A Life's Work Interview 
f.9  Arthur Marstellar: Remembers, Part 1 
f.10  Arthur Marstellar: Remembers, Part 2 
f.11  Arthur Marstellar: Remembers, Part 3, Macho Men 
f.12  Arthur Marstellar: Remembers, Part 4 
f.13  Arthur Marstellar: Remembers, Part 5 
f.14 Audie Murphy Stories 
f.15  Barrio Libre Drafts 
f.16  Bill Benitez 
f.17  Caro (Rafael Caro Quintero) 
f.18  Caro Quintero Tape 
f.19  Cock Fighting in Tucson 
 
Box 2 
f.20 Chinto 
f.21  Conejo #6 
f.22  Conejo #8 
f.23  Conejo # 8A 
f.24  Conejo #9 
f.25  Contraband (clean) 
f.26  Contraband, Draft Part 1 
f.27  Contraband, Draft Part 2 
f.28  Contraband, Edited 
f.29  Contraband, Edited II 
f.30  Contrabandista 
f.31  Corrido de Cocaine Book Cover 
f.32  Corrido de Cocaine Chapter Titles 
f.33  Corrido de Cocaine Foreward, Draft 
f.34  Corrido de Niggies' World, Draft 
f.35  Curanderas, Brujas and Satanic Cults 
f.36  Dalton v. L. Renteria, 1885 (copy) 
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f.37  Deadly Cargo 
f.38  Don Bolles - Kemper Marley -John Adamson 
f.39  Dr. Reuben A. Wilbur 
f.40  Draft: Corrido de Cocaine, Contraband 
f.41  Draft: Corrido de Cocaine, Everywhere I Turn 
 
Box 3 
f.42  Draft: Corrido de Cocaine, Good Cops -Bad Cops 
f.43  Draft: Corrido de Cocaine, Making Good in the USA 
f.44  Drafts: Godfather, Niggie, Good Cop-Bad Cop 
f.45  Drug Lords: Bombings 
f.46  Drug Shootouts and Killings 
f.47  Drugs, 1986 
f.48  El Barrio Viejo 
f.49  El Nacho I 
f.50  El Nacho II 
f.51  El Nacho: Complete Version 
f.52  El Nacho: Draft 
f.53  El Sopori 
f.54  Escape to Barrio Libre 
f.55  Epilogue, Draft 
f.56  Farewell to Anger 
f.57  Feliciano Lopez 
f.58  Five Slain Men 
 
Box 4 
f.59  For Sinners 
f.60  Foreword (Draft) 
f.61  Foreword (Edited) 
f.62  Frank Robles 
f.63  Galvan Correspondents 
f.64  Gangs 
f.65  Gay Alley 
f.66  Get Old Man Liche (draft) 
f.67  Good Cops, Bad Cops (draft) 
f.68  Good Cops, Bad Cops (draft 2) 
f.69  Good Cops, Bad Cops (draft 3) 
f.70  Harbinger Edit: Epilogue 
f.71  Harbinger Edit; Get Old Man Lichi 
f.72  Harbinger Edit: Nacho 
f.73  Introduction to Chapters (Draft) 
f.74  Joe Berume 
f.75  John Boland (edited) 
f.76  John Espana (Carrillo Family) 
f.77  La Chota 
f.78  Lichi (clean) 
f.79  Life and Contributions to Psychology, C.G. Jung 
 
Box 5 
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f.80  Los Alamos 
f.81  Los Viejos de Tucson 
f.82  Lost Heritage 
f.83  Luis "Lichi" Galvan 
f.84 Luis Lopez 
f.85  Macho Men Don't Cry 
f.86  Macho Men Don't Cry Part II 
f.87  Mafia 
f.88  Mafia Stories 
f.89  Majors and Minors 
f.90  Making Do in the USA 
f.91  Making Good in the USA (edited) 
f.92  Making Good in the USA (edited II) 
f.93  Mariachi de Tucson 
f.94  Mexican Restaurant Story 
f.95  Miscellaneous Crimes (Mexico) 
f.96  Miscellaneous Crimes (Tucson) 
f.97  Miscellaneous Drugs and Border Troubles 
f.98  More Stories 
f.99  Nachito and the Rip-Off Murders 
f.100  Nachito and the Rip-Off Murders, Part II 
f.101  Nachito and the Rip-Off Murders, Part III 
f.102  Nachito and the Rip-Off Murders (edited) 
 
Box 6 
f.103  Narcosistema II 
f.104  Niggie by Arturo Strong 
f.105  Niggie's World 
f.106  Niggie's World (Draft) 
f.107  Niggie's World (edited I) 
f.108  Niggie's World (edited II) 
f.109  Old Copies: Chico (part I) 
f.110  Old Copies: Chico (part II) 
f.111  Old Copies: Chico (part III) 
f.112  Old Copies: Godfather of Cocaine (part I) 
f.113  Old Copies: Godfather of Cocaine (Part II) 
f.114  Old Copies: The Guadalajara Affair 
f.115  Oscar Frank Gil 
f.116  Patricia Pedron Murder Pete Pershing 
f.117  Pete Pershing 
f.118  Preface, Draft I 
f.119  Prefaces, Draft II 
f.120  Prefaces and Epilogue (Corrido de Cocaine) 
f.121  Rene 
f.122  Reunion 
f.123  Rip-Off Murders, Part 1 
 
Box 7 
f.124  Rip-Off Murders, Part 2 
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f.125  Rip-Off Murders, Part 3 
f.126  Rodolfo Soto 
f.127  San Francisco Stories 
f.128  Schmidt, Mike Marion 
f.129  Sea of Cortez (Chuck and Arturo) 
f.130  Short Stories I 
f.131  Short Stories II 
f.132  Sinners or Saints 
f.133  Sinners of Saints (corrected) 
f.134  Sinners or Saints Part I 
f.135  Sinners or Saints Part II 
f.136  Sosa-Carrillo-Fremont House 
f.137  Stories by Others 
f.138  Stories: The Godfather of Cocaine 
f.139  Stories (research data) 
f.140  Stripe Tail and Moon Beam 
f.141  St. Jude Prayers and Story 
f.142  The Barrio, Bullshit and Me 
f.143  The Black Wedding Dress 
f.144  The Bombings: Sol Spenilli, Sol Ahee 
f.145  The Cardinal Dies in Guadalajara, I 
f.146  The Cardinal Dies in Guadalajara, II 
 
Box 8 
f.147  The Drug Scene (Tucson) 
f.148  The Godfather of Cocaine (edited) I 
f.149  The Godfather of Cocaine (edited) II 
f.150  The Hit Man is Dying 
f.151  The Killing Season, Part I 
f.152  The Killing Season, Part II 
f.153  The Last Camel 
f.154  The Last Hanging 
f.155  The Lawmen of Tucson 
f.156  The Lopez Brothers (with maps) 
f.157  The Patriarch (Leopold Carrillo) 
f.158  The Stallion (Alamos) 
f.159  The Untaming of Arizona 
f.160  The Way it Really Happened I 
f.161  The Way It Really Happened II 
f.162  Three Stories 
f.163  Tiswin 
f.164  Two Stories 
f.165  Visit to the Prison (Alejandro de Galicia) 
f.166  Walking the Slippery Slope 
f.167  Yetman Saga 
 
Series II – Newspaper clippings 
f.168  Abbey, Ed 
f.169  Agua Prieta Slayings 



 

6 
 

f.170  Altar: Don "Gilito" - age 99 
f.171  Arthur Carrillo Stories 
 
Box 9 
f.172  Assassinations, Mexico, 1994-95 
f.173  Batiste, Joe 
f.174  Border Incidents, Part I 
f.175  Border Incidents, Part II 
f.176  Border Patrol Killer 
f.177  Bruce Wilson/Jerry Martin 
f.178 Camp Grant Massacre 
f.179  Carlos Hank Gonzales 
f.180  Dennis Edward Gambardella and the Mafia 
f.181  Drug Related Murder/Kidnapping Part I 
f.182  Drug Related Murder/Kidnapping Part II 
f.183  Drugs - 1994 
f.184  Drugs and Mexico 1995 
f.185  Drugs in Culiacan 
f.186  Drugs Miscellaneous Newspaper Clippings 
f.187  Drugs, New York Times 
f.188  Drugs, Tarahumara 
f.189  Drugs, USA 
f.190  Drugs, USA - Yocum 36 
f.191  El Grande Triple Murders 
f.192  Enriques Camarena Salazar (Viki) 
 
Box 10 
f.193  Frank Eyman 
f.194  Gabriel Abendano 
f.195  Jaime Figueroa-Soto 
f.196  Jerry Martin 
f.197  Jesus "Vidaloca" Rintera-Diego Lopez 
f.198  Joaquin Guzman Loeras "El Chapo" 
f.199  Joe Bonano 
f.200  John Espana 
f.201  Jorge Frank Rhon 
f.202  Juan Garcia Abrego: The Gulf Cartel 
f.203  Law Enforcement, 1940-1960 
f.204  Leobardo Larios Guzman 
f.205  Leon and Jacobs Families 
f.206  Luis Hector Palma Salazar "El Guero" 
f.207  Major Events (drugs) 
f.208  Mantis 
f.209  Marcela and the Boys 
f.210  Mennonite Smugglers 
f.211  Mexican Newspapers 
f.212  Mike and Mark Norman 
f.213  Miscellaneous 1986 
f.214  Miscellaneous Arizona Non-Crime Clippings 
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f.215  Miscellaneous Crimes (Tucson) Part I 
f.216  Miscellaneous Crimes (Tucson) Part II 
f.217  Miscellaneous Drugs, 1953 (English) 
f.218  Miscellaneous Mexico 
f.219  Murder in Matamoros 
f.220  Nabor Pacheco 
 
Box 11 
f.221  Narco Jets 
f.222  Narco Traficantes 1983 (Spanish) 
f.223  Narco Traficantes (political) 
f.224 New Times, Aug.-Sept. 1998 
f.225  Policia Judicial de Estado (PJE) Spanish 
f.226  Policia Judicial de Federal (PSF) 
f.227  Prime Times stuff 
f.228  Prison Gang Stories 
f.229  Raul Salinas Gotari 
f.230  Rev. Estanislao Ceralt 
f.231  Rodolfo Garcia Gaxiola 
f.232  San Francisco Stories 
f.233  Senor Hank y Familia 
f.234  Sgt. Manuel M Tapia 
f.235  Sinners and Saints (Agua Prieta) 
f.236  Steven George Vega murder 
f.237  The Border, 1994 
f.238  The Border and Drugs 
f.239  The Cardinal (English) 
f.240  The Cardinal (Spanish) 
f.241  The Drug Scene (Tucson )Part 1 
f.242  The Drug Scene (Tucson) Part II 
f.243  The Funny Side of the Drug Struggle 
f.244  Three Bodies Found 
f.245  Tucson Drugs 1980-1990 
 
Box 12 
f.246  Tucson Police Department 
f.247  Tucson Restaurants 
f.248  U.S./Mexican Border 
f.249  Vic Marmion (Tenacious) 
 
Series III – Interviews and Correspondence 
f.250  Acknowledgement (Tully School) 
f.251  Address Books (two) 
f.252  Arturo Strong Interview 
f.253  Arturo Strong Interview with Hispanic Books 
f.254  Arthur Strong Obituaries 
f.255  Book Promotion 
f.256  Contracts (Book) 
f.257  Correspondence (Miscellaneous) 
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f.258  Corrido de Cocaine Correspondence 1 
f.259  Corrido de Cocaine Correspondence 2 
f.260  Corrido de Cocaine Correspondence 3 
f.261  Maps 
f.262  Mike Edson 
f.263  Research Notebooks (two) 
f.264  Smithsonian Institution, 1996 
f.265  The Supply of Illicit Drugs to the United States 
f.266  Tucson Mortuary, 1940s 
 
Series IV - Photographs 
Box 13 
f.267  Alamos, Sonora 
f.268  Arthur Strong 
f.269  Barber Shop Images 
f.270  Galvan Family 
f.271  Galvan Photo Album 
f.272  Galvan Snapshots 
f.273  Galvan Wedding Snapshots 
f.274  Galvan, Yolanda and Luis 
f.275  Joe Berume 
f.276  Mug Shots 
f.277  Nogales Police 
f.278  Scenes of the Mexican Revolution 
f.279  Trip to San Carlos: Day of the Dead 
 
Series V – Audio/Visual Materials 
Box 14 
MS1431_AV_A1 Don Coins (1 of 2)   1990 
MS1431_AV_A2  Don Coins (2 of 2)   1990 
MS1431_AV_B1  Marian & Jesse Schmidt (1 of 2) 1990 
MS1431_AV_B2  Marian & Jesse Schmidt (2 of 2) 1990 
MS1431_AV_C  Ponchi & Art    n.d. 
MS1431_AV_D  Ponchi     n.d. 
MS1431_AV_E  Ponchi about Daniel   n.d. 
MS1431_AV_F1  Rico (1 of 2)    n.d. 
MS1431_AV_F2  Rico (2 of 2)    n.d. 
MS1431_AV_G  Chico on Carrillo   n.d. 
MS1431_AV_H  Chico on horses & hogs  n.d. 
MS1431_AV_ I  Chico on Meledrez   n.d. 
MS1431_AV_J1  Lichie on Comareah (1 of 2)  1990 
MS1431_AV_J2  Lichie on Comareah (2 of 2)  1990 
MS1431_AV_K  Carrillo – Fremont interview   n.d. 
MS1431_AV_L1  Natalia Carrillo Warner (1 of 2) n.d. 
MS1431_AV_L2  Natalia Carrillo Warner (2 of 2) n.d. 
MS1431_AV_M1  J.B. Art’s house (1 of 2)  1990 
MS1431_AV_M2  J.B. Art’s house (2 of 2)  1990 
MS1431_AV_N  J.B. Meeting #1   n.d. 
MS1431_AV_O  J.B. Meeting #2   1990 
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MS1431_AV _P  J.B. Meeting #3   n.d. 
MS1431_AV _Q  J.B. Meeting #5   1990 
MS1431_AV _R  J.B. Meeting #6   1990 
MS1431_AV _S  J.B. on Caro Quintero   1990 
MS1431_AV _T  J.B. on Big Bust   n.d. 
MS1431_AV _U  J.B. on Dany & Kuskep (El Gallo) n.d. 
MS1431_AV _V  J.B. on Ken    1990 
MS1431_AV _W  J.B. on Ruir & Kerkel   n.d. 
MS1431_AV _X  J.B. on Chipito & Carlos  n.d. 
MS1431_AV _Y  Juan B.     1991 
MS1431_AV _Z  Mike     n.d. 
MS1431_AV _AA  C.B. on return from Culiacan  n.d. 
MS1431_AV _BB  Juan in limo    n.d. 
MS1431_AV _CC  Melanie Berume Romo  n.d. 
MS1431_AV _DD  Caro Quintero    n.d. 
 
Box 15 
MS1431_AV _EE  Berumi     n.d. 
MS1431_AV _FF  The names – Camarena & others n.d. 
MS1431_AV _GG  Jesus Mabride    n.d. 
MS1431_AV _HH  Interview/agent   n.d. 
MS1431_AV _II  Panchos    n.d. 
MS1431_AV _JJ  Trip to Nogales   n.d. 
MS1431_AV _KK  El Barrio Pancho   n.d. 
MS1431_AV _LL1  Contragato: The secret team, Tape1 n.d. 
MS1431_AV _LL2  Contragato: The secret team, Tape 2 n.d. 
MS1431_AV _MM  12 Exitos – El Cuero   n.d. 
MS1431_AV _NN  Los Tigres del Norte   n.d. 
MS1431_AV _OO  KNST, Tucson    1990 
MS1431_AV _PP  Hard drugs – Hard choices  1990 
MS1431_AV _QQ  Eligio Gonzalez   n.d. 
MS1431_AV _RR  Los Errantes del Llano   n.d. 
MS1431_AV _SS  Geraldo    1992 
MS1431_AV _TT  Phil Donahue – War on drugs  1990 
     


