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DESCRIPTION 

 

The Ernest and Margaret Tilford Collection consist of personal papers, published articles, and 

clippings featuring special education topics and the School Resource Program of the Tucson 

School District from 1965 to 1974. The School Resource Program was instituted in Tucson 

School District #1 in 1965 and featured the placement of uniformed Tucson police officers into 6 

junior high schools to provide instruction in law enforcement and to interact with students. The 

program continued through 1969 through some federal funding and support of the Tucson Police 

Department. Collection also has special education topics and issues facing District #1 included 

general minority education concerns, students lacking English proficiency, dropout and 

delinquency issues, and other special needs and requirements. 

 

2 Boxes, 1 Linear Foot 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

 

Ernest Tilford was the secretary of the Arizona Civil Liberties Union and became very involved 

with review of the School Resource Program in Tucson as well as other civil liberty issues in the 

Tucson community. Margaret Tilford work in the Tucson School District #1 as a school 

psychologist from 1964 to 1967. She later worked in a Tucson psychiatric clinic and was 

involved with the Tucson Youth Board and the National Association of Social Workers. 

 

ACQUISITION 

 

Donated by Ernest H. Tilford in 1980. 

 

ACCESS 

 

There are no restrictions on access to this collection. 

 

COPYRIGHT 

 

Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be addressed to the 

Arizona Historical Society, Tucson, Archives Department. 

 

PROCESSING 

 

The collection was processed by Dave Tackenberg in July 2012. 

 



Box and Folder Listing 
 
Box 1 
 
Folder 1: Ernest Tilford and Arizona Civil Liberties Union    1969 – 1970 
f.2-3 Articles By Margaret or Ernest Tilford      1967 – 1974 
f.4 Tilford Correspondence (Outgoing)      1966 – 1977 
f.5 Tilford Correspondence (Incoming)      1966 – 1977 
f.6 Tucson School Resource Program – Correspondence    1966 – 1971 
f.7 Tucson School Resource Program – Publications    1966 – 1968 
f.8 Tucson School Resource Program – Clippings     1966 – 1969 
f.9 Tucson School Resource Program – Tucson Police Dept. Report   1965 
f.10 School Resource Programs Outside Arizona     1965 – 1966 
 
Box 2 
 
f.11 Paper: “Legal and Social Implications of Special Class Placement” By Ernest Tilford 1967 
f.12 Proposed Placement for Special Children (Reaction to Tilford’s Paper)  1967 
f.13 Arizona Legislation & Legal Actions with Reference to Special Education 1969 – 1972 
f.14 Tucson School District Publications – Minority & Special Education  1964 – 1972 
f.15 Tilford Papers and Articles Related to Minority Education in Tucson  1967 – 1970 
f.16 Tucson School District #1 Publications – General    1966 – 1970 
f.17 Publication: Study of the National School Lunch Program    N.D. 
f.18 Handbooks for Tucson Public School System Personnel   1965 - 1969 
 


