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MS 904 
Tucson Committee For Interracial Understanding 

Records, 1943-1945 
 

DESCRIPTION 
 
Correspondence, minutes, clippings and other printed matter relating to TCIU’s opposition 
to discrimination against Japanese-Americans, African-Americans, Mexican-Americans, Jews 
and Chinese. The collection also includes the constitution, member lists and financial 
records. 
 
5 boxes, 2.5 linear feet 
 
ACQUISITION 
 
Donated in 1959 
 
ACCESS 
 
There are no restrictions on access to this collection. 
 
COPYRIGHT 
 
Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be addressed to the 
Arizona Historical Society, Tucson, Archives Department. 
 
PROCESSING 
 
The collection was processed by Todd Mills in 1980; the finding aid was completed by Riva 
Dean in October 1998. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
 
The Tucson Committee for Inter-racial Understanding (T.C.I.U.) was founded in Tucson in 
September 1943. Its purpose was to promote “friendly relations between all people, 
regardless of race, creed, or color.”  Some of their main concerns were the elimination of the 
poll tax, the Japanese Americans in WWII relocation centers and anti-Semitism. Some 
members included in the collection are Helen McCrossen, C. G. Hargrove and Elizabeth 
Ashen. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
The collection documents the organization and activities of the Tucson Committee for 
Inter-racial Understanding. Because the committee was documenting activities around the 
country, the collection documents the work and concerns of civil rights groups in the 1940s. 
There is correspondence and printed material on the abolishment of the poll tax, the 
Relocation Camps for Japanese-Americans, the “Negro in the military” and other civil rights 
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issues for African-Americans, Chinese, Mexican-Americans and Jews. The collection 
includes correspondence with other individuals and agencies around the country.  
 
The correspondence includes both incoming and outgoing demonstrating the efforts to 
influence various politicians in Arizona and elsewhere. The clippings and articles as well as 
printed material on subjects of interest to the committee would be useful to researchers 
studying the small civil rights movement in Tucson and their communication with similar 
organizations around the country in the 1940s.   
 
BOX AND FOLDER LIST 
 
Box 1 
Series 1: Public Documents 
 
f.1 Constitution 
f.2 Statement of Principle 
f.3 TCIU News, January/February 1944 
f.4 News Releases, 1944 
Series 2: Minutes 
f.5 Committee of the Whole, Dec. 1943-Dec.1944 
f.6 Executive Board, November 1943-January 1944 
f.7 Civil Liberties Subcommittee, September 1943-March 1944 
f.8 Minorities Subcommittee, September 1943-November 1944 
f.9 Public Relations Subcommittee, October-December 1943 
Series 3: Correspondence 
f.10 Adamic, Louis, 1944 
f.11 American Jewish Congress, N. Y., 1944 
f.12 Arizona Council Against Intolerance, 1944 
f.13 Arizona Daily Star, 1943-44 
f.14 Arizona Governor – Sidney Osborn, 1944 
f.15 Association for Tolerance in America (N.Y.), 1943 
f.16 Bay Area Council Against Discrimination (S.F.), 1943-44 
f.17 California Attorney General – Earl Warren, 1942 
f.18 Chicago Civil Liberties Committee, 1944 
f.19 Chicago Mayor’s Comm. On Race Relations, 1943-44 
f.20 Cincinnati Council of Social Agencies, 1944 
f.21 Commission on Interracial Cooperation (Atlanta), 1944 
f.22 Committee of 100 (N.Y.), 1944 
f.23 Congress of Industrial Organizations, 1944 
f.24 Cortaro Farms (Marana), 1944 
f.25 Council Against Intolerance in America (N.Y.), 1943-44 
f.26 Council for Community Action (N.Y.), 1944 
f.27 Davis-Monthan Air Base, 1944 
f.28 Detroit Interracial Committee, 1944 
f.29 Fort Huachuca, 1943-44 
f.30 Hughes, Langston, 1944 
f.31 Institute for American Democracy (N.Y.), 1944 
f.32 Los Angeles Interracial Committee, 1943 
f.33 McWilliams, Carey, 1943-44 
f.34 Marana Air Base, 1944 
f.35 March on Washington Movement, 1943 
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f.36 Maricopa County Attorney – James Walsh, 1944 
f.37 Massachusetts Governor (Leverett Salton Stall), 1943 
f.38 Mountain Bell, Tucson (1943-44) 
f.39 NAACP, 1944-45 
f.40 National Clearinghouse for Info. on Race Relations, 1944 
f.41 National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax, 1943-44 
f.42 National Urban League, 1944 
f.43 Rosenwald (Julius) Fund, Chicago, 1943-44 
f.44 Sleepy Lagoon Defense Comm., (L.A.), 1944 
f.45 Sunday Evening Forum, 1944 
f.46 Thompson, Dorothy, 1944 
f.47 Tucson Churches, 1944-45 
f.48 Tucson City Council (Mayor Henry Jaastad), 1943-44 
f.49 Tucson High School, 1944 
f.50 Tucson Regional Plan, 1944 
f.51 Tucson Theatres, 1944 
f.52 United Service Organizations, 1944 
f.53 U. S. Adjutant General’s Office, 1943-44 
f.54 U. S. Attorney General, 1942 
f.55 U. S. Attorney (L.A.), 1942 
f.56 U. S. Congress – Richard Harless, 1943-44 
f.57 U. S. Congress – John Murdock, 1943-44 
f.58 U. S. Congress – Mary Norton, 1944 
f.59 U. S. Congress – Guy Gillette, 1943 
f.60 U. S. Congress – Carl Hayden, 1943-44 
f.61 U. S. Congress – Ernest McFarland, 1943-44 
f.62 U. S. Office of Indian Affairs, 1943-44 
f.63 U. S. Pres. Comm. On Fair Employment Practice, 1944 
f.64 U. S. State Dept., 1943 
SERIES 4: Financial Records 
f.65 Bank Account – Checks, Statements, etc., 1944-45 
 
BOX 2 
 
f.66 Dues, Contributions, Sales, 1943-44 
f.67 Office Rent & Utility Receipts, 1944 
f.68-69 Supplies 
SERIES 5: Miscellany 
f.70 Memoranda 
f.71 Bibliographic Note Cards 
f.72 Membership Lists 
f.73 Address Cards 
SERIES 6: Government Documents 
f.74 Chinese Topics 
f.75 Indian Topics 
f.76 Japanese Topics 
f.77 Address of Vice-President Henry Wallace 
 
BOX 3  
f.78 Congressional Record Clippings 
f.79 Miscellaneous 
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BOX 3 
SERIES 7: Monographs 
 
f.80 American Civil Liberties Union 
f.81 Commission on Interracial Cooperation 
f.82 National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax 
f.83 Hispanic American Topics 
f.84 Indian Topics 
f.85 Japanese-American Topics 
f.86 Jewish Topics 
f.87 Negro Topics 
f.88 General Topics 
 
BOX 4 
f.89 General Topics 
SERIES 8: Serials 
f.90 American Unity 
f.91 Civil Liberties Quarterly 
f.92 Indian Truth 
f.93 Indians at Work 
f.94 International Labor Defense News 
f.95 Kiva 
f.96 Monthly Summary….Race Relations 
f.97 Secretariat 
f.98 Two-Way Passage 
f.99 As It Appears to Your Sr. Congressman: John R. Murdock 
 
BOX 5 
f.100 Council For Civic Unity. Bulletin 
f.101 Council For Community Action. Bulletin 
f.102 Sample Japanese Relocation Camp Newsletters 
f.103 Miscellaneous 
SERIES 9: Reprints & Tearsheets 
f.104 T.C.I.U. 
f.105 Indian Topics 
f.106 Japanese American Topics 
f.107 Jewish Topics 
f.108 Negro Topics 
f.109 General Topics 
SERIES 10: Clippings 
f.110 T.C.I.U. 
f.111 Chinese Topics 
f.112 Hispanic American Topics 
f.113 Indian Topics 
f.114 Japanese American Topics 
f.115 Jewish Topics 
f.116 Negro Topics 
f.117 General Topics 


