ARIZONA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

949 East Second Street Library and Archives
Tucson, AZ 85719 (520) 617-1157 ahsref@azhs.gov
MS 1260

Indian Claims Commission
Papers, 1966 - 1971

DESCRIPTION

The Indian Claims Commission Collection contains a small portion of cases involving
Native American groups requesting reparation considerations from the federal government
between the years 1966 and 1971. The collection consists primarily of appraisals on lands
and mineral resources of areas in question by the individual claims. The donor worked as an
appraiser for the Coldwell, Banker and Company, which provided some of the appraisal
work. Five cases involve Indian tribes in the Arizona area including the Chiricahua Apaches,
Hualapai, Mohave, Papago, and Yavapai tribes. Three additional claim cases before the
Commission include the Shoshone, Sioux, and Chippewa tribes. The Sioux case of 1969-
1971 is especially noteworthy as it entailed considerations for the Black Hills area. Additional
background materials in the forms of pamphlets and historical manuscripts are also present
which provided information for the appraisals.

26 Boxes, 12.5 linear ft.

ACQUISITION

Donated by Frank Kleinman in 1976.

RELATED NOTE

Also received from the donor were 129 roles of microfilm with supporting reference
materials related to the appraisals presented to the Claims Commission. A listing by role is
attached to this finding aid.

ACCESS

There are no restrictions on access to this collection.

COPYRIGHT

Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be addressed to the
Arizona Historical Society, Tucson, Archives Department.

PROCESSING

The collection was processed by Dave Tackenberg in April 2005.



HISTORICAL NOTE

Created by Congtress in 1946 to adjudicate Indian claims against the United States, the
Indian Claims Commission awarded more than a half billion dollars before its expiration in
1978. It also created hundreds of thousands of pages of documents, most of which have
significant anthropological and historical research value.

The typical case before the Commission proceeded through three phases — title, value and
offsets — each of which results in one or more decisions. In the title phase the claimant
attempts to establish ownership of a specific area of land. In the absence of deeds, heavy
reliance is placed on the testimony of anthropologists, archaeologists, geographers,
historians, and economists. The Government introduces similar expert testimony, generally
in an attempt to prove that a smaller area of land was actually involved. If title is established,
it is then necessary to determine the value of the land at the time of the original transfer,
usually the date of a treaty, land cession, act of Congtress or executive order of the President.
If the Commission determines that the Government failed to compensate the Indians
adequately for the lands it acquired, or that the lands were obtained under conditions of
fraud, duress or error, a cash settlement is awarded to the tribe. Any payments that were
made under the original treaty are deducted from the award in the offsets phase of the
litigation.

Decisions of the Indian Claims Commission contain a wealth of information on hundreds of
Indian tribes that will be of interest to students and scholars in many fields, as well as to
Indians and their attorneys. The Decisions are an especially fruitful source for research on
the means by which Indian land was acquired and on the treaties that were made and broken
during the course of westward expansion.

(The above materials were taken from the LexisNexis Web Page who offers the complete
records for sale in microfilm form.)



Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series 1: Arizona Commission Cases

Subseries A: Arizona General References

Folder 1: “History of Arizona Territory: Showing Its Resources and Advantages” 1884

(Photocopy Issue)
F.2 Map of Water Resources Investigations in Arizona
F.3 “Arizona Soil and Water Conservation Needs Inventory”

F.4 “Soils of Arizona”
F.5 “Arizona Water”

F.6 “Bibliography of U.S. Geological Survey Water-Resources Reports -

Arizona, 1891-1965”

1965
1962
1966
1966
1965

E.7 “Annual Report on Ground Water In Arizona, Spring 1965 to Spring 19677 1968

F.8 “The Live Stock Industry and Grazing Conditions in Arizona”
F.9 Manuscript: Arizona Livestock Review

Box 2

F.10  Arizona Newspaper Listings

F.11  “Guide to Improvement of Arizona Rangeland”
F.12  Slide Talk on Phoenix Arizona

F.13  Manuscript on Water by Ray Brandes

F.14  Manuscript on Arizona Geography by Ray Brandes
F.15  Manuscript on Interest Rates by Ray Brandes

F.16  Manuscript on Timber by Ray Brandes

F.17  Manuscript on Railroads by Ray Brandes

F.18-19 “Land Economic Study (Arizona)

Subseries B: Commission Claim Cases Involving Arizona

Hualapai Indian Tribe vs. United State of America

F.20  Findings of Fact

F.21  Opinion of the Commission

F.22  Petitioner’s Proposed Findings of Fact and Brief — Evaluation

Box 3

F.23  Petitioner’s Objections to Defendant’s Proposed Findings of Fact

F.24  Defendant’s Proposed Findings of Fact, Objections to Petitioner’s
Proposed Findings of Fact, and Brief

F.25-27 Evaluation Study of Mineral Resources by Shenon and Full, Salt
Lake City, UT (Vols. I — III)

Box 4

F.28  Evaluation Study of Mineral Resources by Shenon and Full, Salt
Lake City, UT (Vol. IV)

1916
1923/1925

1959

1962 — 1965

1966
1966
1966
1966

1966
1966

1966

1966



Papago Indian Tribe vs. United States of America

F.29  An Appraisal of Mineral Resources by Shenon and Full, Salt Lake
City, UT (Vol. II)

F.30  An Appraisal of Idaho Land by Appraisal Service, Boise, ID

Box 5

F.31-33 An Appraisal of Lands by Coldwell, Banker & Company, Phoenix, AZ
(Vols. I-1I)

Box 6

F.34  Index of Microfilm Roles

Yavapai Indian Tribe vs. United States of America

F.35-36 An Appraisal of Lands by Coldwell, Banker & Company, Phoenix, AZ
(Vols. I-1I)

F.37  An Evaluation Study of Natural Resources by Shenon and Full, Salt
Lake City, UT (Vol. II)

Box 7

F.38  An Evaluation Study of Natural Resources by Shenon and Full, Salt
Lake City, UT (Vol. III)

F.39  Yavapai Indian Tribe Microfilm Listing

F.40-43 Reference Notations (1-42)

Box 8

F.44  Reference Notations (43-55)

Mohave Indian Tribe vs. United States of America

F.45  Appraisal of Lands by Homer Hoyt, Washington D.C.

F.46-47 Commission Proceedings

F.49  Appraisal of Lands by Albert L. Johnson

Box 9

F.50  Claimants’ Proposed Findings of Fact and Brief

F.51  First Supplement Proposed Findings of Fact and Brief

F.52  Land Value Appraisals Along Colorado River

F.53  Report by Colorado River Agency

F.54  Development of Lake Havasu City

Chiricahua Apache Tribe vs. United States of America

F.55  Appraisal of Lands by Idaho Land Appraisal Service, Boise, ID

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

1968
1968
1968

1968
1968

1968
1968

1936

1969

1969



Box 10

F.56  Appraisal of Lands by Idaho Land Appraisal Service, Boise, ID 1969

F.57-58 Appraisal of Natural Resources by Shenon and Full, Salt Lake 1969
City, UT (Vols. I and II)

Box 11

F.59-60 Appraisal of Natural Resources by Shenon and full, Salt Lake 1969
City, UT (Vols. III and 1V)

F.61 Appraisal of Land by Coldwell, Banker & Company, Phoenix, AZ 1969
(Vol. V)

Box 12

F.62-63 Appraisal of Land by Coldwell, Banker & Company, Phoenix, AZ 1969
(Vol. V)

F.64  Reference: “History of New Mexico” 1925

F.65 Reference: “New Mexico Soil and Water Conservation Needs Inventory” 1962

F.66  Reference: “Characteristics of Water Supply in New Mexico” 1965

Box 13

F.67  Reference: “Ground Water in Animas Valley, Hidalgo County, New Mexico 1957

F.68 Reference: “Ground Water Levels in New Mexico” 1969

F.69  Reference: “Municipal Water Supply and Uses — Southwestern New Mexico”1966

F.70  Reference: “Reconnaissance of Ground Water in Playas Valley, 1960
Hidalgo County, New Mexico”

F.71  Reference: Map of Water Resources in New Mexico 1965

F.72  Reference: Index to Microfilm Subjects

F.73  Reference: Report — Miscellaneous Reports in Support of the Timber 1886

Consumption in the Mines of the Chiricahua Tract
F.74  Reference: Appraisal Report on land
F.75  Reference: Timber Appraisal Notes
F.76  Reference: “Cattle Ranching in Territorial New Mexico” 1970
F.77  Reference: Colorado Land Values Comparisons
F.78 Reference: Private Land Claims
F.79 Reference: Maxwell Land Grant

Box 14

F.80  Reference: Appraisal Notes
F.81 Reference: Rebuttal Exhibits

Series 2: Commission Cases of Tribes Outside Arizona
Shoshone Indian Tribe vs. United States of America 1967

F.82  Requested Finding of Facts 1967
F.83-85 Proposed Finding of Fact and Brief (Vols. I-11I) 1967



Box 15

F.86-88 Evaluation Study of Natural Resources by Shenon and Full, Salt Lake 1967
City, UT (Vols. I-1II)

Box 16

F.89-91 Evaluation Study of Natural Resources by Shenon and Full, Salt Lake 1967
City, UT (Vols. IV-VI)

Box 17

F.92-94 Evaluation Study of Natural Resources by Shenon and Full, Salt Lake 1967
City, UT (Vols. VII-IX)

Box 18

F.95-97 Evaluation Study of Natural Resources by Shenon and Full, Salt Lake 1967
City, UT (Vols. X-XII)

Box 19

F.98 Reference: Southern Railroad Land Sales
Sioux Indian Tribe vs. United States of America 1969

F.99  Appraisal of the Black Hills by Fenton, Congar & Ballaine, Inc. Seattle, WA 1969

F.100 Appraisal of Lands by William G. Murray, Ames, IA 1971
F.101 Appraisal of Lands by Ernest Oberbillig, Boise, ID 1969
Box 20
F.102 Appraisal of Lands by Coldwell, Banker & Company, Phoenix, AZ 1971
F.103-104 Appraisal of Mineral Resources by Shenon and Full, Salt Lake 1969
City, UT (Vols. I-1I)
Box 21
F.105-106 Appraisal of Mineral Resources by Shenon and Full, Salt Lake 1969

City, UT (Vols. 11I-1V)
F.107 Reference: Maps of Sioux Nation Lands
F.108 Reference: Maps of Wyoming

Box 22

F.109 Reference: Paper Notes on Black Hills Appraisal

F.110 Reference: Black Hills Area

F.111 Reference: Maps of Black Hills Area

F.112 Reference: “Black Hills Forest Reserve” 1896
F.113 Reference: “A History of the Black Hills Forestry” 1956
F.114 Reference: “The Forests of Wyoming” 1963



F.115
F.116
F.117
F.118
F.119
F.120
F.121
F.122

Box 23

F.123
F.124
F.125
F.126
F.127
F.128
F.129
F.130
F.131
F.132
F.133
F.134
F.135
F.136
F.137
F.138
F.139

Box 24

Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:

Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:
Reference:

“Wyoming Conservation Needs Inventory”

“Wyoming Soil and Water Conservation Needs Inventory”
Map of Water Resources Investigations in Wyoming

Maps of Montana

“Montana Soil and Water Conservation Needs Inventory”
Map of Water Resources Investigations in Montana
“Forest Resources in Montana”

Land Commissioner Reports for Montana

Land Commissioner Reports for Montana

Maps of Dakota Territory

The Homestake Mining Company, Dakota Territory

“North Dakota Soil and Water Conservation Needs Inventory”
Map of Water Resources Investigations in North Dakota

Land Commissioner Reports for North Dakota

Land Commissioner Reports for South Dakota

“South Dakota Soil and Water Conservation Needs Inventory”
Map of Water Resources Investigations in South Dakota

Land Values in Nebraska

Nebraska Public Lands

“Nebraska Soils”

“Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Needs Inventory”
“Water Levels in Observation Wells in Nebraska”

Maps of Nebraska

Maps of Water Resources Investigations in Nebraska

Claims Notes

F.140 Reference: Sioux Reference Bibliography
F.141-147 Reference Notations (1-768)

Box 25

Chippewa Indian Tribe vs. United States of America

F.148 Proposed Findings of Fact and Issues
F.149 Plaintiff’s Response to Defendant’s Proposed Findings

Series 3: General Reference Materials

F.150
F.151
F.152
F.153
F.154
F.155
F.156
F.157

Maps of Ground Water Locations

“Farm Costs and Returns: Commercial Farms by Type, Size and Location”

“Preliminary Aerial Volume Tables for Pinyon-Juniper Stands”
“Apartment Communities: The Next Big Market”

Railroad Land Claims

Railroad Land Grants Correspondence

“Soils in the North Central Region of the United States”
“Soils in the Western United States”

1970
1963
1965

1962
1965
1952

1961
1965

1962
1965

1964
1962
1968

1965

1970

1970
1970

1968
1962
1968

1960
1964



Box 26

F.158

F.159
F.160

F.161
F.162
F.163
F.164
F.165

“Land Resource Regions and Major Land Resource Areas in
The United States”

Land Use Maps of Western United States

“Treaties and Other International Acts of the United States of America
(Relating to Mexico)

Kansas History

“Arable Land Resources of Utah”

“Utah Conservation Needs Inventory Report”

Map of Water Resources Investigations in Utah

Towa Land Values

1965

1968
1962
1965



