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Court case transcripts, 1912-1928 
 
 

DESCRIPTION 
 
Typed or shorthand versions of court case testimony mostly relating to land, insurance and 
bankruptcy cases between 1926 and 1927.  These are in shorthand.  A few earlier transcripts, 
1912-1917, are typed copies.   Highlights are a Martin Costello estate case that mentions 
several Tombstone mines, ca. 1900-1910, a case against James Hamilton for selling liquor in 
Douglas during prohibition, a case of Lobb vs. Avenenta about water irrigation rights on 
forty acres in Pinal County, and the bankruptcy of the Southern Arizona Motor Company, 
partly owned by Fred Ronstadt and C. Edgar Goyette.   There is also a case contesting a 
homestead of Jane Wentworth, widow of Henry Wentworth with testimony from J. Rukin 
Jelks, Philip Contzen, and others. 
 
5 boxes,  2.5 linear ft. 
 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
Attorney, John W. Walker was born in Bloomington, Indiana, studied law until 1897, then 
studied shorthand reporting in Washington, D. C.  He came to Tombstone in 1903, was 
official court reporter in Tombstone while it was the county seat of Cochise County and in 
1917 moved to Tucson where he was clerk under U. S. District Court Judge William H. 
Sawtelle.  He retired in March 1947 and died in December 1948. 
 
ACQUISITION 
 
Unknown. 
 
ACCESS 
 
There are no restrictions on access to this collection. 
 
 
COPYRIGHT 
 
Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be addressed to the 
Arizona Historical Society - Tucson, Archives Department. 
 
 
PROCESSING 
 
Kim Frontz processed this collection in April 2010. 



BOX AND FOLDER LIST 
 

Box 1 
 
f.1 Johanne McGinnis vs. Commerce Realty & Trust  Ins  n.d. 
f.2 Mary Cunningham, et.al vs. Estate of Martin Costello  Estate  n.d. 
f.3 William Cowan vs. Frank Ramsey, et.al   Debt  1912 
f.4 State of Ariz. vs. James Hamilton    Liquor  1915 
f.5 James Cowan vs. Charles Scott, et. al    Debt  1916 
f.6 George Lobb vs. Pete Avenenta  Water irrigation rights  1917 
f.7 Southern Arizona Motor Company  Bankruptcy   1926 
 
Box 2 
 
f.8 Mary Haworth vs. City of Willcox   Property damage 1917 
f.9 White Sewing Machine vs. J. Taylor Bradley  Debt   1913 
f.10 Donohue vs. Schwamm    Debt   1917 
f.11 Hoval A. Smith vs. Henry B. Hovland   Partnership  1926 
f.12 Fred Timmons (estate of George Gall)   Wrongful death 1926 
f.13 Wm. Hardy & Ray Hardy vs. Lemuel Bancroft      Placer mining claims 1926 
f.14 Citizens Natl Bank vs. Santa Rita Hotel  Debt    1927 
f.15 James S. Davis vs. Peter Paul Klajda   Homestead  1927 
f.16 State of Arizona vs. Walter Parke   Incest & rape  1927 
f.17 Helen E. Barclay vs. Stephen Tormey   Homestead  1927 
f.18 James Davis vs. Julius Arntzen    Homestead  1927 
f.19 William J. Ford vs. Pablo Romero   Homestead  1927 
f.20 Estate of B. Rosenfeld, Mercantile Company  Bankruptcy  1927 
f.21 U. S. Forest Service vs. Annie E. Daniels  Contest mine claims 1928 
f.22 Harry M Jacobs vs. Jane Wentworth   Homestead  1928 
f.23 Shorthand notebook 
 
Box 3-5     
 
Shorthand notebooks 
 
 


